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Abstract:

This study focuses on certain aspects related to the life of Druze in
the eyes of Western writers- travelers; aspects that recount their origin,
distribution, beliefs, socioeconomic and military ones. This paper relies on
studies by a miscellany of Western travelers (British, French, Americans,
Swedish, Italians and Spanish) who visited Druze in different historical epochs
(twelfth’s century, sixteenth’s century through the twentieth’s century) .

Even though they differed on their origin, critics in general agreed
that Druze are of two classes: the knowledgeable and the ignorant, who,
collectively, constituted a patriarchal- based society. On the one hand, Druze
are described as fearless, well- built, welcoming, hospitable and connected
to their land; on the other hand, they are marked as treacherous, crafty and
deceitful.

Western travelers wrote about Druze’s customs, traditions and norms
that are related to their social life: marriage, divorce, food, clothing and
gender; they also marked their economic life of their methods of farming,
harvest and all kinds of trade. Travelers also viewed Druze military tactics
of recruiting, training and waging wars. Demography of Druze also took its
share in the study of Western travelers: while luxurious houses, travelers
noted, were built for the rich and the monarch, poor houses were built for the
poor and the deprived.
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Mandrel, Henry. A Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem, at Easter, A.D.
1697. S. G. Simpkins: Boston, 1836. pp65- 66

Mandrel , A Journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem :a | ,Uisw s
Ibid,pp 32- 34
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Vicomte, Francgois- René Chateaubriand. Travels to Jerusalem and the.

Holy Land: through Egypt and the Holy Land. Translated from the French
by Frederic Shoberl. H. Colburn, London, 1835,p31
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Mariti, Giovanni Travels through Cyprus, Syria, and Palestine with a ..Y¢
General History of the Levant. Translated from the Italian .vol, 1. Printed
for P. Byrne. Dublin, 1792,p255

Mariti, Travels through Cyprus, Syria, and Palestine :al ;Ui
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Heron, Robert. A collection of Late Voyages and Ttravels: Chiefly Trans-.YV
lated and Abridged from the French and other Foreign Bublications of
Niebuhr, Mariti, Beauchamp, &c.The Whole Forming A Body of Important
and A musing Information, Concerning the Present State of Society and
manners, of arts and ...Published by Watson and Co., London, 1797. pp
238- 239

Heron, A collection of Late Voyages and Ttravels :4l jLiw

Johann Ludwig (also known as John Lewis, Jean Louis) Burckhardt 1784 .YA
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Johann Ludwig Burckhardt

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Johann_Ludwig_Burckhardt

Burckhardt, John Lewis. Travels in Syria and the Holy Land. Published.¥4
by the Association for Promoting the Discovery of the Interior. Plain Label
Books .London, 1823, p88

Burckhardt, Travels in Syria and the Holy Land : all ;i
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Oliphant. Laurence.Memoir of the Life of Laurence Oliphant and of Alice .¥\
Oliphant, His Wife.Ayer Publishing, New York, 1976,p242
Oliphant , Memoir : aull jLinw
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William Rae Wilson

http: // www.electricscotland.com/ history/ other/ wilson_william.htm

Wilson, William Rae. Travels in Egypt and the Holy Land. Longman, .¥¥
Brown, Green, and Longmans, London, 1824,p483

Wilson, Travels in Egypt and the Holy Land :a | jliw
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Charles Dudley Warner :,a3i /.ola¥l ¢ 5all ik sl
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Charles_Dudley Warner

Warner, Charles Dudley. In the Levant, Travels in Palestine, Lebanon and .Y¥e
Syria. Gorgias Press LLC.U.S.A, 2002,p258

Warner, In the Levant :a | ,linw
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Falah, Salman. History of the Druze Settlements in Palestine during the .YV

Ottoman Period in: Moshe Ma’oz (Editor) , Studies on Palestine during
the Ottoman Period. The Magnes Press, Jerusalem., 1975, pp 32- 34

Falah, History of the Druze Settlements :all ;i

:Constantin Frangois de Chasseboeuf, comte de Volney (1757- 1820).Y¥A
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Constantin- Francois Chasseboeuf

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantin-Fran%C3%A70is_Chasseb%C5%93uf
Volney, Constantin. Travels through Syria and Egypt, in the years 1783, .4

1784, and 1785: Containing the Present Natural and Political state of
those Countries, their Productions, Arts, manufactures, and Commerce,
with Observations on the Manners, Customs, and Government of the
Turks and Arabs. Translated from the French in two volumes vol, 2, G.G.J,
and J.Robinson London , 1788,pp 44- 45

Volney, Travels through Syria and Egypt ;4| )l
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Volney, Travels through Syria and Egypt, vol 2,pp 44- 45

Hitti, Philip. Origins of the Druze People and Religion (with extracts from
their sacred writings) . Published by Forgotten Books, Charleston, South
Carolina, 1928,pp30- 31

Hitti, Origins of the Druze People : ) ;i
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Max Freiherr von Oppenheim : k| [ (38l aws)
http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/f Max_von_Oppenheim
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Hitti, Origins of the Druze People,pp30- 31

Burckhardt, Travels in Syria and the Holy Land ,p200.
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http: // www.electricscotland.com/ history/ other/ wilson_william.htm
Charles Dudley Warner

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Charles_Dudley_Warner
Max Freiherr von Oppenheim

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Max_von_Oppenheim
Carsten Niebuhr or Karsten Niebuhr

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Carsten_Niebuhr

Georg Livingston Robinson

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ George_Livingston_Robinson
William McClure Thomson

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ w/ index.php ?title=Special %3ASearch&search
=William+McClure+Thomson

Felix Ritter von Luschan

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Felix_von_Luschan
Henry Baker Tristram

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Henry_Baker_Tristram
Edward Daniel Clarke

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Edward_Daniel_Clarke
Gertrude Margaret Lowthian Bell

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Gertrude_Bell

Eli Smith

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Eli_Smith

Edward Robinson

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Edward_Robinson_%?28scholar%29
James Silk Buckingham

http: // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ James_Silk_Buckingham
Constantin- Francois Chassebceuf

http:  // en.wikipedia.org/ wiki/ Constantin- Fran%C3%A7ois_
Chasseb%C5%93uf
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