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Abstract

This study aims at uncovering the deep causes
that led to the sending of the British missions, which
amounted to five missions during the period 1930-
1939, and the reasons for their conversion to serious
consideration of the acquisition of the island through
the exchange of the Korean islands or purchased
or leased for 99 years or a treaty, Then follow the
most important British missions to the island, and its
findings.

The study found that Britain has succeeded in
achieving its objectives of building an airport, seaports
and fuel depots to supply its navy and air fleets using
various tactics to achieve these objectives of giving
gifts to the sheikhs and providing material assistance
to the population: rice, flour, sugar and others. The
study relied on British documents as a major source of
historical methodology based on description, analysis,
comparison and conclusion.

Keywords: Masira Island, British Strategy,
Sultanate of Muscat, Romanization, World War I,
BRITISH MISSIONS, ARABIAN GULF.
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Published British Documents

Records of Oman 1867-1947.(1988). Selected and edited by
R.W. Baily CMG, Volume 5, Territorial Affairs, 2, Chapter
19:

Introduction, Masira Island,(N.D.

R/15/6/36, (6th December 1877), Description
of the island by Robertson, 6th December 1877,
Extract from Muscat prices1867-1892, Report by Me
Robertson.

(1904-1906), Murder of Captain and 16 Officers and men
of the S.S.Baron Inverdale, 1904, Residency and Muscat
Political Agency For The Year 1904-1906 .

R/15/6/89, (8th May, 1930), Visit of Lt. Col. F.C.Lake, political
officer; description of the island, The Residency, Adan, Notes
on journey of H.M.1.S. Lawrence to Masirah Island.
R/15/6/89, (12 May 1930), H.Q.British Forces, ADean,
Squadron Leader, Air Staff. S.L.Betts, Report of Visits to
Masira, Merbat, Salalah, Qishn and Bal Haf In H.M.LS.
Lawrence”.

R/15/6/89, (4 April 1931), Visits by Major T.C. Fowle,
Possibility of use as a flying boat Landing Place,
1931,Political Agency & H.B.M’s Consulate, Muscat, From
Major T.C.Fowle, C.BE., Political Agent & H.B.M.’s Consul,
Muscat to the Hon’ble Lt. Colonel H.V. Biscoe, Political
Resident in the Persian Gulf, Bushier.

R/15/6/89, (31st Mayl932) Sultan Said gives Permission
for Royal Air Force to undertake reconnaissance, 1934, the
Political Agency H.B.M’s Consulate, Muscat.

from Lieut.Colenel T.Fowl.,C.B.E., Political Agent & M..M’s
Consul, Muscat. To the hon’ble the Political Resident in the
Persian Gulf, Bushier.

R/15/6/89,(26 November,1932)Financial Adviser’s Olffice,
Muscat State, Muscat, Captain.Major C.E.U. Bremner,
political Agent & H.B.M’s Consul, Muscat.

R/15/6/87, (9th April 1934)1934,Information concerning
the Island of Masira gathered from sheikh salim bin Nasir,
Majali, whilst cruising down the East coast, round the most
southerly point (Ras Abu Rasas)and thence North to a point
the village of Umm Rasais during February 1934.

R/15/6/87, (9th April 1934), from Major C.E.U.Bramner.
Political Agent And H. B. N.’S Consul, Muscat, to The Group
Captain, Commanding, 203(F.B) Squadron, Royal Air Force,
Basrah. British Agency and Consulate. Muscat, Subject-
Refueling Dump at Masirah Island.

R/15/6/313, (10th February 1939), Visit by H.M.S.Challenger
at sea, 1939.

R/15/6/110, (N.D), Request for facilities by United States
Army Air Force, 1942, Note on American stone buildings at
Masira and Salalah.

R/15/6/110,(17th February 1944), TelegramsS,From Political
Resident, Bushier, to Political Agent, Muscat, No. 396, R.A.F.
Jacilities on Masira and possible use after the war, 1944-
1948.

R/15/6/110, (20th February 1944), Telegram S from Political
Agent, Muscat, to Political Resident, Bushier, No.C/298.
R/15/6/110, 81/26, ( 3rd March 1944), Telegram S (Pad),
from Political Resident, Bushier to Secretary of State for
India, London. No. 525.

R/15/6/110,81/26, (11th March 1944), Telegram S(Pad) from
Government: of India, New Delhi to India Office, London, No.
2758.

R/15/6/110, (21st March 1944), India Office, Whitehall,
London, S.W.1.secret, from R. Peel, India Office to M.J.Dean,
Air Ministry.

R/15/6/110, (17th August, 1944), Telegram S, from India
Office, London to Political Resident, Bushier, Dated 30th
April 1944.
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Arab Sources

Ibn Ruzig, Hamid Bin Mohammad (1274H), (2007).
investigation: Abdel Rahman Bin Suliman Al salmi, Al Sirah
Al jaliah,(N.P).

Arab American Company for Oil. (1951). Oman and South
Persian Coast, Cairo: Press of Egypt.

Lorimer, John Jordan(1868-1914). Gulf Guide.(1970).
Geographical Section, (14 parts), p2, Prince of Qatar Office,
translation section, Doha.

Arabic and translated references

Jaber, Fadel Mohammad Abdel Hussien. (1994). Oman in the
rule o f Al Emam Ahmad Bin Said(1744-1783), E2, Oman,
Muscat: Ministry of information.

Al Haj, Majed: (Sunday 2 Safar 1439/ 22 October 2017).
Mule ship, Al Ethad newspaper.

Haraz, Al said Rajab. (1971). Britain and east Africa
Colonialism and independence, E1, Cairo: research and Arab
Studies institute.

Hamodi, Hadi Hasan. (2009). Reflections on Omani Political
History, Beirut: house of science.

Darwish, Madiha Ahmad. 1982. Sultanate of Muscat in the
eighteenth and nineteenth Centuries, El, Jeddah Dar Al
shurug for publishing distribution and Printing.

Rance, George. (2003). Oman and South Coast for Persian
Gulf, E1, Cairo: Religious Culture Library.

Philips, Wendell. (1983). History of Oman, Sultanate of
Oman, F2, Ministry of National Heritage and Culture.
Tahbob, Faiq Hamdi. (1983). The history of Political Bahrain
(1783- 1870), Kuwait: That Al Salasel.

Abo Alia, Abdel — Fatah Hassan. (1986). Studies in the
Modern and Contemporary history of the Arabian Peninsula,
Riyadh: Mars house.

Qasem, Jamal Zakaria. (1997). Modern and Contemporary
of Arabian Gulf (1840-1914), (tow Volumes), Cairo, Dar Al
Feker.

Al Qasmi, Sultan Bin Mohmmad. (2010). The division of the
Omani Empire, E4, Shargah: Al Qasmi Publications.
Walisted, James Raymond: (2002). History of Oman trip in
the Arabian Peninsula, El, translated by Abdel Aziz Abdel
Ghani Ibrahim, Beirut: Al Saqi Dar.

Landan, Robert. (N.D) Oman since 1856 path and Fate,
translated by Mohammad Amin Abdullah, (N.P): (N.P).
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R/15/6/110, (10th May 1944), Telegram S(Pad), From
Political Resident, Bushier, to India Office, London, No. 1147.
R/15/6/110, (N.D), Note by External Department. India
Office, Proposed acquisition of Permanent facilities for the
R.A.F. on Masira Island.

R/15/6/110, (N.D), Note by Legal Adviser, India Office.
R/15/6/110, (4th July, 1944), India Office ( R. Peel) to The
Hon. M.D. Bridgeman, Ministry of Fuel & Power, (Petroleum
Division .

R /15/6/110,(17th August, 1944)Telegram S(Pad),from India
Office( R.Peel), London, to Political Resident at Shiraz,(
Prior)Repeated Government of India, New Delhi, No. 18122 .
R/15/6/110, (N.D), Geological and Geophysical water
Reconnaissance, Masira Island.

R/15/6/110,R/15/6/110,(11th ~ March, 1945), Telegram:
S(Pa),from Political Agent, Muscat, to Political Resident at
Bahrain, No S.373.

R15/6/92, (28th October 1947), Telegram from Political
Agent, Muscat to Commonwealth Relations Office, London,
No. C 458.

R/15/6/92, (6th March 1948), Letter from the British Consul
(NCJ), Muscat to Highness Said bin Taimur, Sultan of Muscat
& Oman, Muscat, No. C 132/2/15 .

Foreign References

Aitchison, C.(1909). A collection of Treaties Engagement an
Sanads relating to India and Neighbouring countries (Vol.xI),
Calcutta .

Fraser,L.( 1911). India under Curzon and after, London.
Kelly, J. (1965). Britain and the Persian Gulf, London.
Philpy, H.( 1968). Lebanon.

Ruete, R.(1929). Said Bin Sultan (Ruler of Oman and
Zanzibar” His Place in the History of Arabia & East Africa,
London.

Whigham, N.( 1903). the Persian problem, London.

Wilson, A.(1928). The Persian Gulf, A Historical Sketch from
the Earliest Times to the Beginning of the Twentieth Century,
London.

Winder, R.(1965) . Saudi Arabia in the Nineteenth the
Century, New York.

Fourth: Web sites
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Arab numismatics, (2017) from: https://www.facebook.com.

Cable, (N.D), from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cable_
length.

Gwadar port, (N.D), from: https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki.
Lakh, (n.d)from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lakh

ManjungDistrict,(N.D),from:https://translate.google.
com/#la/ar/Manjung District%0AFrom Wikipedia.

Qamah, (N.D), from: https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki.
Taerah maeeha, (N.D), from: https://www.marefa.org.



