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Abstract

The book under analytical revision discussestheresults of a comparative
study conducted by Professor Sara Guri- Rosenblit to determinethetensions
and interactions between distance teaching and campus universitiesin each
of five countries, namely: The United Kingdom, Spain, Germany, Canada
and Isradl. It also discusses the developments which happened to each of
five distanceteaching universitieswhich were established in theearly 1970's
during the two decades following its establishment. The book points out the
differences and similarities among these universities concerning
administration, academic systems, financing, and affiliation in light of the
national setting of each one of them. The universitiesunder discussion are:
The Open University in the UK, the Spanish Universidad Nacional de
Educacion a Distancia, the Fern Universitat in Germany, Athabasca
University in Canada and the Open University of Israel.

Deep analysisof the contents of the book under revision revealed seven
trends which are likely to feature in the future agendas of distance and
campus universities.These features are:

1. Broader and more diverse student clienteles.

2. Changing roles of the academic faculty in teaching and research.

3. Flexible academic curricula to serve lifelong education.

4. Heavy use of new delivery and communication technologies.

5. Defining new contracts between universities and their surrounding
societies.

6. Growth of inter-institutional collaboration.

7. Globalization of higher education.
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