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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to explore the image of the horse in Imru’ al-Qais’s Mu‘allaqa through a
mythological and religious lens. The horse in his poem reflects mythological dimensions, embodying traits of a
heroic and supernatural creature—similar to the Greek winged horse Pegasus.

Methodology: The research adopts a mythological approach combined with a descriptive-analytical method,
relying on al-Zawzani’s narration of Imru’ al-Qais’s Mu‘allaqa.

Results: The study concludes that the horse in Imru’ al-Qais’s poem possesses features that qualify it as a
mythological creature comparable to Pegasus. Its portrayal in the poem carries mythological depth and mental
associations with ancient religious beliefs.

Conclusion: The study advocates for reconsidering how we interpret ancient literature, suggesting a narrowing
of the gap between mythological approaches and pre-Islamic poetry. It affirms the value of mythological analysis
in interpreting texts. While some researchers have alluded to the mythical nature of Imru’ al-Qais’s horse, they
have not fully analyzed it within the framework of ancient mythological thought. Thus, the research confirms the
presence of mythological dimensions in the portrayal of the horse in Imru’ al-Qais’s poetry.

Keywords: Mythical horse, Pegasus, winged horse, religious hunting, Mu‘allaqat of Imru” al-Qais.
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