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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to address the question of Arab modernity through one of the significant
projects in the horizon of Arab thought, which attempts to establish a fundamental relationship
between Arab reality and the phenomenon of modernity, as exemplified in the project of Abdallah Al-
Arawi.

Methodology: The researcher employed the analytical and critical approach to analyze and critique
the ideas embedded in Laroui's produced texts.

Results: The study concludes that, from Al-Arawi’s perspective, the transition of Arab reality from
its current state to a modern ontological phase cannot occur without a radical break with the past and
heritage. This transition requires adopting the causes and concepts of Western modernity, such as
rationality, freedom, and the state, by tracing them back to their objective condition and source: human
history.

Conclusion: The researcher argues that although al-Arawi’s project is significant in addressing the
question of Arab modernity, his resolution regarding the interaction between Arab modernity and the
causes and concepts of Western modernity imposes a disregard for the sociocultural specificity of
societies. Moreover, his generalized stance on heritage seems to unjustly overlook several aspects that
have represented meaningful signs of modernity.

Keywords: Abdullah Al-Arawi, modernity, historicism.
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