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Abstract

Theability to conduct good research in distance education isknown to be
influenced by two important factors , namely: knowledge of the theoretical
foundations of thefield, and knowledge of the old and the new trendsin the
research conductedin thefield. Therefore, thispaper will focuson providing
the reader with a suitable background on these two factors.

Concerning the first factor the paper will show that theory in distance
education has witnessed a major shift during the past three decades from
theindustrial theory to the transactional theory . The aim of thefirst theory
or model was to overcome the difficulties created by the physical separation
between the teacher and the learner . The aim of the second theory was to
overcome the effects of the psychological and interactive difficulties which
separate the teacher and the learner . This shift was made possible mainly
due to the great advancesin communication technologies.

Concerning the second factor the paper will show that distance education
has passed through significant developments in research topics and
methodologies . Emphasis on comparative studies between the effects of
distance education and traditional education through quasi-experimental
studies gave way to focus on how studentslearn in distance education . This
shiftin thefocus of research required theimplementation of new techniques
for data collection and analysis.

The paper concludeswith a discussion of thefuture strategies of research
in distance education , and lists some recommendations for Al-Quds Open
University researchers.
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1- American Journal of Distance Education:
Started in 1987 at Pennsylvania State University. Published four times per year by
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates . AJDE offersasolid information of valuable research-
based knowledge about all aspects of the pedagogy of fields or areas such as:
- course design and application of instructional design theories.

- Factors influencing student achievement and satisfaction.
- The changing roles of faculty and changesin institutional culture.

2-Indian Journal of Open Learning :
First published in 1992 . It is published by Indira Gandhi National Open
University(IGNOU). It isoffered threetimes ayear. It disseminate information about
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theory, practice ,and research in the field of open and distance learning including:
- correspondence and multi-media education.
- Educational technology and communication .
- Independent and experiential learning and other innovative forms of education.

3-The Journal of Open and Distance L ear ning:
Published by the open university ,UK . It isoffered threetimesayear. Published three
kinds of articles:
- theoretical and evidence - based scholarly articlesreflecting developmentsin
open, distance and e-learning.
- Shorter practica articles describing the implementation of forms of open,
flexible and distance learning .
- Book reviews.

4-The Jour nal of Distance Education:

First published in 1986 . It is published by the Canadian Association for Distance
Education (CADE) . It is offered twice yearly. It aims to promote and encourage
scholarly work of an empirical and theoretical nature that relates to distance educa-
tion in Canada and throughout the world.

5-Quarterly Review of Distance Education:
Published quarterly by Association for Educational Communications and
Technology(AECT). It is arefereed journal that publishes articles, research briefs
reviews and editorials on the theories, research , and practices of distance education.
6-European Journal of Open , Distance and E-learning (EURODL)
First published in 1963. It is published by the Association of European Correspond-
ence Schools . It is offered two times a year.
The local themes of EURODL are:

- Implementing distance ad e-learning in traditional contexts.

- New technologies and new learning :concepts and models.

- Quality, evaluation and accreditation challenges.

- Distance and e-learning policy and devel opment.

- Management and organizational development.

7-Online chronicle of distance education and communication:

Itisan electronic source for information about distance education produced by Nova
Southeastern University. It ispublished on linetwice per year. it includes abstracts,
short articles, announcements, conference listings, and an information exchange all
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related to distance education and communication.

8-International Journal on E-learning:

First published in 2000 .It is published by the association for the advancement of
computing in education . It is offered quarterly . It serves as aforum for the interna-
tional exchange of information in sector: corporate, government, healthcare, and higher
education.

9-Distance L ear ning Administration:

First published in 1999 .It is Published by State University of West Georgia, Distance
and Distributed Education Center . It is a peer-reviewed electronic journal offered
free each quarter over the World Wide Web. it focuses on the implications for man-
agement of distance education programs.

10-DEOS-NEWS:

Established in 1991, by American Center For the Study of Distance Education at the
Pennsylvania state university. It is published monthly. The main aim of it isto pro-
mote distance education scholarship, research, and practice. Publication was sus-
pended temporarily after Volume 12.3 (1991-2001) but resumed in January, 2004 .
11- International Review of Research in Open and Distance L earning:

A refereed, interactive online journal . First published in 2000 by Athabasca Univer-
sity .It is offered two or three times per year. The aim of IRRODL is to disseminate
scholarly information to scholars and practitioners of open and distance learning

worldwide.
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1-Norwegian Association for Distance Education (NADE)

The Norwegian Association for Distance Education (NADE) was founded in 1968.
The organization has since played an active part in the devel opment of distance edu-
cation in Norway. NADE isamembership organization, and members are both inde-
pendent distance education institutions and other public and private institutions en-
gaged in distance education, at all levels. www.nade-nff.no

2-American Center for the Study of Distance Education (ACSDE)
Penn State's American Center for the Study of Distance Education (ACSDE) was
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founded in 1986 to study and disseminate information about distance educationin al
its forms. As the first center of its kind in the United States, ACSDE has helped to
shape distance education practice through its publications, research symposia, lead-
ership ingtitutes, and moderated listserv. www.ed.psu.edu

3-Canadian Association for Distance Education / Association canadienne de
I‘education a distance (CADE / L*ACED)

Established in 1983, CADE is a national association of professionals committed to
excellence in the provision of distance education in Canada. www.cade-aced.ca

4-Center for Distance L ear ning Research(CDL R)

The mission of the Center for Distance Learning Research at TexasA&M University
isto providetimely and appropriate information on the devel opment, application and
maintenance of information technology systems. www.cdlr.tamu.edu

5-Commonwealth of Learning

The purpose of The Commonwealth of Learning is to create and widen access to
education and to improve its quality, utilizing distance education techniques and as-
sociated communications technologies to meet the particular requirements of mem-
ber countries. www.col.org

6-European Distance Education Networ k(EDEN)

EDEN'saimisto foster developmentsin distance education through the provision of
a platform for co-operation and collaboration between a wide range of institutions,
networks and individuals concerned with distance education in Europe.
www.eden-online.org

7-Open and Distance L ear ning Association of Australia

The Open and Distance Learning Association of Australia (ODLAA) is a profes-
sional assocation of membersinterested in the practice and administration of distance
education and open learning. www.odlaa.org

8-World Association for Online Education (WAQOE)

Aninternational professiona organization concerned with online pedagogy. WAOE
offers membership services relevant to educators concerned with teaching online,
public servicesfor international society, and collaboration with other educational or-
ganizations functioning in cyberspace. www.waoe.org
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9-Association for Educational Communications & Technology (AECT)

The mission of the Association for Educational Communications and Technology is
to provide leadership in educational communications and technology by linking pro-
fessionals holding a common interest in the use of educational technology and its
application to the learning process. www.aect.org

10-Association for Media and Technology in Education in Canada (AMTEC)
The Association for Media and Technology in Education in Canada (AMTEC) is
Canada' s national association for educational media and technology professionals.
www.amtec.ca

11-European Association of Distance Teaching Universities (EADTU)

EADTU is the representative organisation of both the European open and distance
learning universities and of the national consortia of higher education institutions
activein thefield of distance education and e-learning. EADTU aimsto promote the
progress of open and distance education and e-learning and its position in Europe and
in the world, through active support to the institutional development of its members
and to the European co-operation between them in strategic areas. www.eadtu.nl

12-Instructional Technology Council (ITC)

The Instructional Technology Council (ITC) provides leadership, information and
resources to expand and enhance distance |earning through the effective use of tech-
nology. http://144.162.197.250/default.htm



