| dogla
S

Jl:"o . _%j Journal of
dagingll 10" dcnla ;1 A-Quds Open University
: g for Research and Studies

BYANY Uy Y EPY oy S il Oy il el 2t Al Il 8 pat LS Bade U A Scientific Refereed Journal Published Every Four Months No.27 - Vol.1 - Rajab - 1433H/ June 2012

gl alagll t,"

Journal of

Al-Quds Open University

for Research and Studies

ISSN 2074 - 5648 ISSN 2074 - 5648



aaging)l (waill awela

al_wljaJlg Slasil )



Lo ) gl ok Srlou 19 Cidl pdf Ao
da gidall Guudll daala ddas yuyad Lo e
dagidall Gusdll daala
OVNA* (Lo
¥ -YAAEER)Y (Ll
Y SYAAEERY 1 uSa
hsilwadi@qou.edu . ;< o 5

(g Thlo maauad
aliillg unlwal pll pronill puws
W)l Olwljallg ungloll Gl dalee
dagingll ywaill dogla

WY —YdoYoe. A &kl



alat| & pidf
gyl guigd 3.1
daaloud| gty

:dlanll ppai dias

2yl ey
S gk (o p s S 2.
Lekad| Syl olal| Comdf as

| ded
. | IS R
bag—s e L4
S8 ad—u) a2
ol Al )
doacu) gal) ¢JJJ
SLS A
B o) g |

L L L L L



Gt 19 pid| ks (g d

Ay M LY Aol ol et M AL Ll bl & gl 25

plasal e cadglly Ay lly 312 u\”\;\u,. Lo b g o gl ol el (3 U

«&;wu\f, BIE RPN sl ol T & gl o

c 2l ol gy Ll el ol

W 55 2 s oY st 428 3 b i WYl e

gl gl ol A1 5

Sl s 3 b LyE WK QYo dois Y o Lo o s Y IR
W

e 3 20l e BU5] gy LYY Lol o 51

«.o).la.ac.»u))\: Cdjﬂﬁﬂ wﬂ\j&}\«CD»ubbwwa\rm 3

M\\Mdﬁ} 4“{«\0 — Ny b).)o-& l{).aw))b-uml\cyjo
AL odl 587130 il Al 5 55 oyl AL ol 56 13] A N1 A
A,JM-Y\

wwm\,Nﬁjﬂ\uwuyy\&w\d&;w@uMW\W A
iy 5 Yol e g,,ujwy\wﬂ\;ﬂuw.\&wmu
.u}u:j\;_,:’-\aokf)u&(g-\

g



ilag
aaging)l (aill awela

Slawladly  &lsudU

SO R T DR Y O PPN THES NP JORK PRSI Y
O QL BLAYL a2 L G ol e Ry £ G0 Sl 5y L A
e SN
LISyl i Ao A1) : &v\u\wwxwdwpww\ww A
EINPERIR KA) i ool el WDA\J\QLQ\O\,; Sl ol = 2b
Al e lbils el S w\rbm\;\j\ sl (i) R ckadall
Aol o3 by A s c«.\é\r..»\ () gl
«mp/.\ﬁm,\;vu});\w}«uwn»wa\«,\wﬁm\jf\,nw A
ciadall sl 2l 56) (ol )l OISOl gl 3kl o
SRS AN GNP o
ey LAl ol G55 3 «APA> Style la Pzl 2oLl Sl
Al by 1 W3 W 32 8,5k LBV o G 3 o AL L2 2
.<<M\VB)<J‘U\M<J}\\

Uaall jis dgag o8 39mally juad Yy LasilS ol (o s daall 3 LSSV paaa



Ubgiagll
) bty ¥
ddb bl Aluwdl deodog Ul duoypall Jolgeldl d8)e

dibyaad) Alall g3 pudads Jlood oladloe ganlill ol

bl oyloilly Al & lelf Juls b dienill elell cliloc

poolell il zgills o lidt Zadl o dags o b 3513
394 = adlgus o - AT B a]l

(Lrigd olnd s y2d) OLEEY) jo b e yunall b Sl duglud
DIV et a2 §9)ls 1/ sreal e Silg> o

Oeliall 530l 13,3 Gigg
VBV oo ooloys plasd s

oaMwX) adall 8 oy 6 (e ST ey ool ¥l (e Al ddgdand
IVV et o>l Jigaw .



aaging)l (aill duela

alawlndly  &ludU

«BaBld L BaBLE o» gl 389 wiabdlall le eadl dyy ]

rdyell daanll S8 8y aM Sl o Sl
MooV dinud HlSoudl slases elbibed &A% dl)s

ol sl goidf Sle §Lai¥is alla) dicloisXlg dysluaid¥ly duswldl G¥I
dvida lall oile oldly sl dius slincl Ias dgog o 832 gllad ;9
TVY e 20 S5 o [ Jalall 8y & s

PYOVT-TT1) /88T T-£) ailolasiiunly puaog prlauls b ol sl dcl);

cilelasdly eilygtailly joid! ylaguntl Cgis Jladsl
128 YOO it ol aamo J /ot sy ol












At dacda g outllall duapatf Jofgal! A85e
Gl e aulll caal! dudle &l fuly
ALy et Al Jomd (el Jledi

bt (silaiae 5l 3

il 1l Al fiy 5l sl A0S e Lose S5

AR



el Silesesilyialy Aol de by Ll l) dyspadl Jolgedf 83
oaue Balonds o Aobeadt Dt Y3 s Jlosd ollidlone pawlill il

onile

Ulaall o poolill ieall Lills olyangSliud ¢ gats o ju s I cinyl Coaga
(5o s oIl Guia Oy Sl SRaY) 038 (s Bl L spualy ALl
0555 Alaall Tanh s ALl 15005000 3,0 (g gimey dalall L5l 5ual 43,3
Lalg ddls (VYY) 50 (YY V) agio c dalllg Ll (£0£8) oya &inall paine
(U YA YA ) By L (£FY) (e i 558 Biall

Ulaall o oliasihyiel waatl dlas (¥9) o 055 luand HLaal Gub
aa 58 5L Jolas cua g (aaSaall 3y)b e Bas (o calyll 3a8a5 L3l jadll
Ot e limil i ¥ Jalad 3 ga alaaiinly Tl o llatul Julas galy . (+,A) &l
Ao a8l yayil ¥ s o dyllall sie 1L aall Ul Jad olinsh il e asag
R glaall Zansihyiuly o (Touliall I Ygumy Zaaiill (o saall) Ludlall Loa sl Yl
Y pwantl LaawshyiwYy daliiall Unally L glaall Liash il Al giuadl Unally
Sl Jalasll el (xz) 8 S oLl alaatuly sl el LeS Xyl il
(5o 50 US s Mlsall Y 5 amail Gy Lot B0 505380 8 e a3 2530
ans3 Y Ly AUl daibe g o ladl 85U 50all 43,03 (g sTurn s elUall 301G 45 52l
oIl iy Ulaall Jad cnadl o liail ¥ oy Laslaan] Do L1580 233

V'Y




FoVl iy = () O&)—‘i‘-'-"9 &!L\.u." aaedl = Silawlyadlg .:.l_v..-’)u dsgiall yuadll dzols dlso

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify problem solving strategies of physics
problems, used by 9th grade, and the relation of these strategies with problem’s
nature, student’s gender, their general physics ability level, and prior physics
knowledge level. A sample of (432) students (216 males, 216 females) was
chosen randomly from North West Bank area according to their gender,
general physics ability, and prior physics knowledge. A (30) problems test
was administered to identify students' problem solving strategies of physics
problems. The test was validated by a group of experts, and its the reliability
coefficient was (0.89) for model (a) (0.93), for model (b) and (0.90) for model
(c) using KR-20, and (0.89) using test-retest technique.

The results of chi square analysis showed that there was a significant
relationship between the strategy and problem nature, general physics
ability, and prior physics knowledge. No significant correlation was detected
between the problem solving strategy and gender. The analysis also showed
that there is a significant correlation coefficient between the strategy and
the problem's nature for females, but it was not significant for males. There
is also a significant correlation between the strategy and general physics
ability level for females, but it was not significant for males. There is also a
significant correlation between the strategy and prior physics knowledge for
Jemales, males, and high general physics ability, but it is not significant for
low general physics ability. A number of recommendations for the Ministry of
Education and researchers were proposed.
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Abstract:

This study aimed at the detection of basic science processes & science
integrative processes included in the teacher's guide to activities and practical
experiences of science textbooks for (4the-8the) grades in Jordan. The sample
of the study consisted of all scientific activities contained in the teacher guide
for the activities and practical experiences of general science for (4the-8the)
basic classes. The researcher used the analytic descriptive method. A tool
was designed to analyze the scientific content. The validity and reliability of
the tool were examined. The study revealed the following results: The number
of activities and practical experiments varies from one class to the other at
the primary stage. It appeared that the highest percentage in the directory of
activities was for grades seven onwards which amounted to (26.47%), and the
least of these user instructions for activities were for sixth grade (13.23%).
It was also found that the most frequent basic science operations are in the
process of observation and induction. There was no dealing with activities,
class experiments, and the development of hypotheses and the process of
induction.

Keywords: (science processes, The Guide activities and practical
experiences, Science textbooks, Basic stage).
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Abstract:

The researchers and critics focused their attention on Platonic love poets
in the Umayyad Age. These poets' literature gained so much popularity that
it was studied thoroughly and carefully. However, one of those poets was not
dealt with fairly. This poet is Tawbah Ben Al Humayyer Al-Khafaje, Laila Al-
Akhyaliyyah's lover, who underwent a failure love affair.

As it is universally acknowledged that a romantic emotional experience
characterizes the normal human being, this study attempts to investigate this
poet's literature in a profound scientific and objective way.

I selected the third poem of his Diwan as a model and made a
comprehensive analysis of it in an attempt to apply the critical trend within the
contemporary structural and linguistic theory, as most researchers maintain
that this is the best method to reveal the truth. It is a study in the essence of
poetry starting from the outside and moving to the inside.

Therefore, it is a reliable approach in the sense that each researcher
who repeats analysis of the same material will come up with the same or
nearly the same conclusion. I followed five levels in studying Tawba’s Diwan:
phonetic, morphological, lexical, structural, and rhetorical level. I used some
statistical tables to get precise results.
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Abstract:

This study is an attempt to focus on the issue of alienation as a
distinctive quality in the poetry of Sayed Qutub and its impact on his thinking
and poetry. Qutub uses the repetition method in his poetry as a dominant
technique to express the sense of nostalgia. The study concentrates on two
types of repetition: Tarjee' and Tadweem both in words and sentences. It also
illustrates the types of Tarjee' and Tadweem by using examples from Qutub's
poetry.

Keywords:SayedQotb,Method,Nostalgia, Composition,Repetition,
Tarjee',Tadweem.
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Abstract:

Prisoners’ release has always been a demand that all nations have
especially the Muslim nation which gives this issue a priority since releasing
prisoners is closely associated with Moslem’s doctrine and Shari’a.
Nowadays, Muslims form the biggest number of prisoners and their number
is seven thousand in Palestine. Consequently, releasing Muslim prisoners in
all means and approaches has been assured for its importance.

This research deals with the Islamic approach in releasing detainees.
It consists of an introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion and
recommendations. In the introduction, the research importance, objectives,
plans and previous studies have been presented. Also, the merit of resistance
(Jihad) since imprisonment is one of its results and the definition of the prisoner
and the importance of releasing him/ her have been discussed. Chapter Two
has been devoted to the scholars’ viewpoints in the judgment of prisoners’
release showing their evidences that support their release. Chapter Three
discusses ways of releasing prisoners .The results of the study have appeared
in the conclusion followed by the research important recommendations.
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Abstract:

Prisoners' release has always been a demand that all nations call for
especially the Muslim nation which gives this issue a priority since releasing
prisoners is closely associated with Islamic doctrine and Shari'a. Nowadays,
Muslims form the biggest number of prisoners and their number in Palestine
is seven thousand. Consequently, releasing Muslim prisoners by all means
and approaches has been assured for its importance.

This research deals with the Islamic approach in releasing detainees.
It consists of an introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion and
recommendations. In the introduction, the research importance, objectives,
plans and previous studies have been presented. Also, the merit of resistance
(Jihad) has been explained since imprisonment is one of its results. The
definition of the prisoner and the importance of releasing him/her have been
discussed as well. Chapter two has been devoted to the scholars'viewpoints on
the judgment of prisoners' release showing their evidences that support these
views. Chapter three discusses ways of releasing prisoners .The results of the
study have appeared in the conclusion followed by the research's important
recommendations.
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Abstract:

The current study aimed to describe and understand the effects of holistic
intervention, based on the mutual support approach “from a bereaved woman
to another”. The quantitative method has been utilized to form an integrated
description, analysis and explanation of the experience’s consequences, that
has been analyzed through using arithmetic mean and standard deviation
measures, and by using the Paired Samples T-Test and One Way ANOVA,
Jfollowed by using Scheffe test.

The results of the study have revealed that there are concrete changes in
women’s attitudes in terms of intra communication and inter communication
patterns comparing before and after support’s experience. Such outcome may
reflect the fact that loss is a personal crisis, first and collective, second. It also
reflects that it strongly affects the communication of the individual with self
and then with others.

Results showed that there has been no effect, as regards to type of
loss, age, social status and education, on the bereaved women’s attitudes in
communication patterns; whilst the statistical analysis revealed differences in
two variables: residential area and type of bereaved women. The statistical
analysis revealed that there have been essential changes in bereaved women’s
attitudes towards loss-related disorders and towards the support experience.
It confirmed that support process affects dealing with loss-related disorders.

This current study has importantly concluded that the holistic, mutual
support approach, based on the concept of bereaved woman-to-bereaved
woman, has proved effective and promising as regards the alleviation of the
intensity of the direct bereaved disorders.

The study concluded that there is a need to develop this approach and
provide it with societal and political legitimacy.

Key words: collective loss, social support, "from a bereaved woman to
another" approach
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Abstract:

This paper studies the compositional structure of the family in the West

Bank depending of the population census data for the year 2007. This study

has tackled a number of variants that form the elements of this research. The

Jollowing results were concluded.

1

The average family size has dropped from 6.1 members in 1997 to 5.5
members in 2007.

The average family size in the various governorates was very close to that
of the West Bank.

The average family size in the rural area was a bit higher than that in the
cities or refugee camps (5.7 members in the rural area against 5.4 in the
city and 5.5 in the refugee camps).

Families that consist of 4-6 members formed the highest number among
other families. It was 41.7%.

Nuclear families were most common and formed 81.7% from the total
number of family.

At the educational level, parents of children in the two stages preparatory
(25.4%) and elementary (21.1%) were the majority among other
Sfamilies.

The average number of young members in each family dropped from 2.75
to 2.22 in 2007.

The study revealed that 79.8% of the families in West Bank have no
members above 60 years of age.

The study also revealed that 11% of the families have no economically
active members, and these families depend on other income resources.
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Abstract:

The present study aimed to indentify the political. economical and social
effects for the tunnel phenomena on Palestinian society in Gaza strip from the
point view of the teaching staff in Palestinian universities, and present some
recommendations in order overcome its political, economical and social
effects. The researchers used the analytic descriptive method. The study
tool was a questionnaire prepared by the researcher. It consisted of (33)
items distributed over three domains. The study population consisted of (96)
teaching staff members in the Islamic university, Alazher University, Algsa
University, Alquds Open University, and Gaza University. The mean for the
total results was (50.30%) this means that the tunnel effects were negative on
Gaza society. The study revealed also that there are no statistically significant
differences due to the academic rank variable. The study showed that there
are statistically significant differences due to university variable, in favor of
the teaching staff of the Islamic university. Furthermore, the study revealed
that there are statistically significant differences due to the gender variable;
in favor of it was for male. In the light of study, the researchers presented
some recommendations.
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Abstract:

The aim of this paper is to study one of the herbals, Albulsan Plant,
which was known amongst the medical field during the Islamic Ages. It is
a medical fat produced by small bushes which mainly grow in Palestine
and Egypt during the ancient ages. It was largely used during the Mamluk
reign. Its importance lies a variety of diseases at that time. As a result, it
was considered as the basic medicine in the Islamic World. Moreover, the
Christians considered it as a holy plant because it was used in Baptism. This
study also aims at focusing the attention of scholars in the medical field to
the importance of this plant to be used as a supplement to chemical remedies
because it does not have side effects as well as to the financial and economic
benefits as a result of its abundance in Palestine
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Abstract:

The study aimed at identifying the archaeological excavations and their
results in Jerusalem, particularly those conducted by a number of biblical
scientists and other western scientists since 1863. These wrote the history
of the city according to their prejudices and biblical interpretations. The
study presents the scientific clarification for all the excavations which have
been in the city of Jerusalem. This amounted to more than 50 archaeological
excavations. The study was also supported by a number of antiquates scientists'
opinions who denied any relationship to the Jews to Al- Agsa Mosque and the
Dome of the Rock.
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Abstract:

The problem of the south was the reason for many of the political and
economic crises in Sudan, and it was behind the social tension and the division
of the political forces, and the floundering of the domestic and foreign policy
in the state. In addition, this problem caused the fall of the first and second
military regime, as well as the second and third democratic regimes that the
country had witnessed.

Some of researchers describe the problem of the south as a regional
problem whose consequences extend to the all of the Arab world and African
continent as well.

Furthermore, there were many attempts to resolve the crisis in southern
Sudan, and the successive Sudanese governments used different methods to
deal with this crisis, such as the solution of using military forces to integrate
the north with southern Sudan and the political solution that recognizes the
differences between the two parties and grants autonomy to the south.

The Naivasha agreement in 2005 was the best of those attempts because
it was the one which stopped the war and laid the groundwork for the sharing
of power and wealth and gave the people of the south the right after six years
to vote over the fate of the South for the separation or unity with the north,
and the people of the south have chosen the separation. Yet things will not
stop at this poin because this separation will have many implications for the
two parties.
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As far as the post tests of the experimental and control groups were
compared, the following conclusions were reached:

1. There was a significant rise in using demonstrative reference, synonyms
and temporal conjunctions in favor of the experimental group.

2.  There was a significant drop in the frequency of personal reference in
favor of the experimental group.

3. The high frequency of cohesive ties in the control group’s post test was
given to reference followed by conjunctions. However, the mostly used
cohesive ties in the post test of the experimental group were conjunctions
followed by reference.

Recommendations:

In view of the aforementioned results, teachers should give more
emphasis to the theory of cohesion when writing is evaluated (Liu & Braine,
2005) . Since cohesion theory is important when teachers intend to improve
the writing quality of their students, we recommend that cohesion should
also be applied to delimit the errors students commit in an error analysis
teaching methodology. It was evident that many students were unaware of the
cohesive ties (LI Shuang- mei, 2009) . Therefore, this study should pave the
way for further research on the significance of the frequencies of cohesion
errors before and after applying the theory of cohesion in order to examine
their effect on improving the quality of writing. Moreover, the researcher
recommends conducting similar studies on the effect of cohesion on writing
when the treated sample is larger in terms of the number of students.
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Table (27)
T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in total repetition due to group
group N Mean S.D D.F | T-value Sig
control 30 2.17 1.05

58 1.772 0.082
experimental 30 1.73 0.83

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (27) shows that there is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in
total repetition due to group. Repetition was highly used by the students in
the control group, and still, there is no significant drop in the experimental
group frequencies. This could be due to the fact that the Arabic language
is characterized by using repetition, so it might be difficult to eliminate
repetition.

Conclusions:

We come to the conclusion that cohesion has an effect on both the quality
of writing clarified either by the upgrading of the frequency of some cohesive
ties or by reducing others. Zhang (2000) indicates that overusing cohesive
ties has adverse effects on the quality of writing. The current study concludes
that giving guided instruction about the way cohesion should be used and
increasing some items and decreasing the use of others positively affects
the quality of writing since the teacher instructed students that they should
decrease the reference items and the total reiteration of the same item.

In terms of the experimental groups’ pre- and post- tests’ comparisons,
the following results were found:

1. Cohesion significantly increased the frequency of demonstrative
reference, synonyms, and additive conjunctions in the post test.

2. Cohesion reduced personal reference, causal and adversative
conjunctions.

3. In reference to the pre- test results, the reference items were used more
frequently than conjunctions.
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Table (24) shows that there is no significant difference at (a=0.05)
in causal conjunctions due to group due to the difficulty of using such a
conjunction (HO & Waugh, 2008)

¢ Thereisno significant difference at (a=0.05) in adversative conjunctions
due to group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test
the hypothesis. Table (25) shows the results.
Table (25)

T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in adversative conjunctions due to group

group N Mean | S.D D.F | T-value Sig

control 30 0.67 0.92

58 0.817 0.417
experimental 30 0.50 0.63

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (25) shows that there is no significant difference at (0¢=0.05) in

adversative conjunctions due to group due to the same reason mentioned in
table (24) .

¢ There s no significant difference at (a=0.05) in temporal conjunctions
due to group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test
the hypothesis. Table (26) shows the results.
Table (26)

T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in temporal conjunctions due to group.

group N Mean S.D D.F | T-value Sig

control 30 0.17 0.38

58 2225 | *0.030
experimental 30 0.53 0.82

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (26) shows that there is significant difference at (¢=0.05) in
temporal conjunctions due to group, in favor of experimental group entailing
that cohesion is effective in temporal conjunctions by increasing its use though
it was one the most difficult conjunctions to use (HO ML & Waugh, 2008) .
It is also incumbent to state that conjunctive ties add to the quality of writing
(SONG & Xia, 2002; ZHOU Xin- hong, 2007) .

¢ There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in total repetition due to
group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test the
hypothesis. Table (27) shows the results
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¢ There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in conjunctions due to
group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test the
hypothesis. Table (22) shows the results.

Table (22)
T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in conjunctions due to group.
group N Mean S.D D.F | T-value Sig
control 30 5.13 1.81
- 58 0.563 0.575
experimental 30 5.43 2.28

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (22) shows that there is no significant difference at (0¢=0.05) in
conjunctions due to group. However, conjunctions in the experimental group
had the highest percentage of use at (5.43) .
¢ There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in additive conjunctions

due to group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test

the hypothesis. Table (23) shows the results.
Table (23)

T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in additive conjunctions due to group.

group N Mean S.D D.F | T-value Sig
control 30 2.83 0.91
experimental 30 3.00 1.97
* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (23) shows that there is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in
additive conjunctions due to group. However, in the pre- and post test results
of the experimental group, significant increase was found due to cohesion.

58 0.421 0.675

¢ There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in causal conjunctions
due to group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test
the hypothesis. Table (24) shows the results.
Table (24)

T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in causal conjunctions due to group.

group N Mean | S.D D.F | T-value Sig
control 30 1.47 1.07
experimental 30 1.40 1.19

* Sig at (a=0.05)

58 0.228 0.821
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Table (19)
T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in synonyms due to group.
group N Mean S.D D.F T- value Sig
control 30 0.53 0.63
: 58 2.088 *0.041
experimental 30 1.00 1.05

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (19) shows that there is significant difference at (0=0.05) in
synonyms due to group, in favor of the experimental group. Similarly, the
significant rise in synonyms due to cohesion is affirmed by many researchers
as it adds to the quality of writing (SONG & Xia, 2002) .

¢ There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in antonyms due to
group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test the
hypothesis. Table (20) shows the results.

Table (20)
T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in antonyms due to group.
group N Mean S.D D.F [ T-value Sig
control 30 0.03 0.18
- 58 1.921 0.060
experimental 30 0.27 0.64

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (20) shows that there is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in
antonyms due to group.
¢ There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in collocation due to
group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test the
hypothesis. Table (21) shows the results.

Table (21)
T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in collocation due to group.
group N Mean S.D D.F | T-value Sig
control 30 0.73 0.58
- 58 0.781 0.438
experimental 30 0.87 0.73

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (21) shows that there is no significant difference at (0=0.05)
in collocation due to group. It was very difficult for the students to use
collocations.
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Table (17)
T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in personal reference due to group
group N | Mean | S.D D.F | T-value Sig
control 30 5.73 2.57

58 5.730 | *0.0001

experimental 30 | 2.53 1.66
* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (17) shows that there is significant difference at (¢=0.05) in
personal reference due to group, in favor of the experimental group. Cohesion
significantly reduced reference in the experimental group (ZHOU Xin- hong,
2007) . Researchers found that Reference frequency was rated as the third
salient item (SONG & Xia, 2002) when students were taught writing a
paragraph in the traditional way. Consequently, the current significant drop in
personal reference entails that applying cohesion was successful if the quality
of writing is to be assessed.

¢ Thereis no significant difference at (a=0.05) in demonstrative reference
due to group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test
the hypothesis. Table (18) shows the results.
Table (18)

T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in demonstrative reference due to group

group N Mean S.D D.F | T-value Sig

control 30 0.47 0.63

58 | 2811 | *0.007
experimental 30 1.13 1.14

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (18) shows that there is significant difference at (¢=0.05) in
demonstrative reference due to group, in favor of the experimental group.
The demonstrative reference rising frequency indicates that the application of
cohesion was rewarding and that cohesion allowed for a variety of cohesive
ties and that was the purpose of the teaching of cohesion.

¢ There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in Synonyms due to
group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test the
hypothesis. Table (19) shows the results.
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Table (15)

T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in Repetition due to Cohesion.

Repetition N Mean S.D | D.F | T-value | Sig

Pre 30 2.03 1.07
29 1.179 0.248

Post 30 1.73 0.83
* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (15) shows that there is no significant difference at (¢=0.05) in total
repetition due to Cohesion. It is evident that repetition is a characteristic of
Arabic language; thus, students were unable to reduce it significantly (Khalil,
2002) . ZHOU Xin- hong also found that due to applying cohesion, lexical
reiteration had no significant decrease (2007) .

Comparisons between control and experimental groups

frequencies of cohesive ties (Post tests) :

¢ There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in Reference due to
group: The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test the
hypothesis. Table (16) shows the results.
Table (16)

T- Test of independent samples, to test the difference in reference due to group.

group N Mean | S.D | D.F | T-value Sig

control 30 6.20 2.70

58 4.009 | *0.0001

experimental 30 3.67 2.17
* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (16) shows that there is significant difference at (0=0.05) in
reference due to group, in favor of the experimental group. The significant
drop in Reference in the experimental group is a good improvement in the
quality of the writing (ZHOU Xin- hong, 2007) as compared to the control
group in the post test results. In terms of saliency of ties, reference was mostly
salient after conjunctions in the experimental group.

¢ Thereis no significant difference at (a=0.05) in personal due to group:
The researcher used T- Test of independent samples to test the hypothesis.
Table (17) shows the results.
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conjunction. This drop could be related to the notion that temporal causal and
adversative conjunctions were the most difficult cohesive ties for students to
use (HO & Waugh, 2008).

10. Thereis no significantdifference at (a=0.05) in adversative conjunctions
due to Cohesion (pre, post) : The researcher used T- Test of paired
samples to test the hypothesis. Table (13) shows the results.

Table (13)

T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in adversative conjunctions due to Cohesion.

Adversative N Mean | S.D D.F | T-value Sig

Pre 30 0.90 0.99
Post 30 0.40 0.63

* Sig at (a=0.05)

29 2.183 *0.037

Table (13) shows that there is significant difference at (¢=0.05) in
adversative conjunctions due to Cohesion. This means that applying the theory
of Cohesion resulted in reducing the number of adversative conjunctions.
This is due to the aforementioned reason in table (12) stating it might have
been one of the most difficult type of conjunctions for students.

11. There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in Temporal due to
Cohesion (pre, post) : The researcher used T- Test of paired samples to
test the hypothesis. Table (14) shows the results.

Table (14)

T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in temporal conjunctions due to Cohesion

Temporal N Mean S.D D.F | T-value Sig

Pre 30 0.47 0.86

29 0.403 0.690
Post 30 0.53 0.82

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (14) shows that there is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in
temporal conjunctions due to Cohesion. The researcher noticed that students
rarely use the temporal conjunctions correctly.

12. There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in total repetition due to
Cohesion (pre, post) : The researcher used T- Test of paired samples to
test the hypothesis. Table (15) shows the results.
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Table (10) shows that there is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in
conjunctions due to Cohesion. To clarify the point, research revealed that Arab
students don’t make use of conjunctions while writing in English (Khalil,
2002) .

8.  There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in Additive conjunctions
due to Cohesion (pre, post): The researcher used T- Test of paired
samples to test the hypothesis. Table (11) shows the results.

Table (11)

T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in additive conjunctions due to Cohesion.

Additive N | Mean | SD | D.F | T-value | Sig
Pre 30 2.31 1.41
Post 30 | 3.00 | 1.97

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (11) shows that there is significant difference at (0=0.05) in
additive conjunctions due to Cohesion. This means that Cohesion increased
the Additive (ZHOU Xin- hong, 2007) . Many researchers related the increase
in conjunctions to adopting the theory of cohesion (Jafarpur, 1991, SONG
Mei- hua & Xia, 2002) in that saliency of conjunctions improved the quality
of writing. The post test of this study clarifies that conjunctions recorded
the highest mean at (5.43) . Other researchers found that conjunctions were
among the highly used ties due to cohesion (Song & Xia, 2002; Liu and
Braine, 2005) .

29 2301 [*0.029

9. There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in causal conjunctions
due to Cohesion (pre, post).

The researcher used T- Test of paired samples to test the hypothesis.
Table (12) shows the results.

Table (12)
T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in Causal conjunctions due to Cohesion.
Causal N | Mean | S.D | D.F | T-value Sig
Pre 30 2.10 1.27 29 5011 *0.007
Post 30 1.40 1.19 '

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (12) shows that there is significant difference at (¢=0.05) in causal
conjunctions due to Cohesion. This means that Cohesion reduced the Causal
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Table (8)

T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in Antonyms due to Cohesion.
Antonyms N | Mean | S.D D.F | T-value | Sig
Pre 30 0.30 | 047
Post 30 0.27 | 0.64

* Sig at (a=0.05)

29 0.273 0.787

Table (8) shows that there is no significant difference at (¢=0.05) in
Antonyms due to Cohesion. The textbook of the course allows for more
synonyms than antonyms; this might be the reason for the inadequate
improvement.

6. There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in Collocation due to
Cohesion (pre, post)

The researcher used T- Test of paired samples to test the hypothesis.
Table (9) shows the results.
Table (9)
T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in Collocation due to Cohesion.
Collocation N Mean S.D D.F | T-value | Sig
Pre 30 0.60 0.72
Post 30 0.67 0.73

* Sig at (a=0.05)

29 1.547 0.133

Table (9) shows that there is no significant difference at (¢=0.05) in
Collocation due to Cohesion. Similarly, Khalil (1989) added that collocation,
and antonyms were not highly employed by Arab students, rather, reference
and lexical reiteration were the main cohesive devices overused.

7. There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in conjunctions due to
Cohesion (pre, post) : The researcher used T- Test of paired samples to
test the hypothesis. Table (10) shows the results.

Table (10)

T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in Conjunctions due to Cohesion.

Conjunctions | N | Mean | S.D | D.F | T-value | Sig
Pre 30 5.60 | 2.06
Post 30 | 543 [ 228

* Sig at (a=0.05)

29 0.563 0.578
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Table (6)

T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in Demonstrative due to Cohesion.

Demonstrative N | Mean | S.D D.F | T-value Sig

Pre 30 0.50 0.78
Post 30 1.13 1.14

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (6) shows that there is significant difference at (0=0.05) in
Demonstrative due to Cohesion. This means that Cohesion increased the
demonstrative reference as the personal reference was reduced. However,
the pre- test frequency of the demonstrative reference is very low. This goes
against Liu and Braine (2005) in their study on the frequencies of cohesive
ties, stated. He found that demonstrative reference had the lowest percentage
of use.

29 2.617 | *0.014

4. There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in Synonyms due to
Cohesion (pre, post) : The researcher used T- Test of paired samples to
test the hypothesis. Table (7) shows the results.

Table (7)

T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in Synonyms due to Cohesion.

Synonyms N Mean S.D D.F | T-value Sig

Pre 30 0.43 0.68
Post 30 1.00 1.05
* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (7) shows that there is significant difference at (0a=0.05) in
Synonyms due to Cohesion. This means that Cohesion increased the
Synonyms. This was a good contribution to the quality of writing since
many researchers related lexical cohesion as an element that improves the
quality of writing (Liu & Braine, 2005; Song & Xia, 2002) . Moreover, other
researchers indicated that synonym use was highly rated all times (Zhang,
2000) . However, other researchers found that synonyms were not highly used
by Arab students (Khalil, 1989) .

29 2.894 *0.007

5. There is no significant difference at (¢=0.05) in Antonyms due to
Cohesion (pre, post) : The researcher used T- Test of paired samples to
test the hypothesis. Table (8) shows the results.
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Experimental group analysis of frequencies of cohesive
ties (pre and post tests) :

1. There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in Reference frequencies
due to Cohesion (pre- and post- tests) : The researcher used T- Test of
paired samples to test the hypothesis. Table (4) shows the results.

Table (4)
T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in Reference due to Cohesion.
Reference N Mean | S.D D.F | T-value Sig

Pre 30 5.90 2.56

Post 30 3.67 2.17

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (4) shows that there is significant difference at (0=0.05) in
Reference due to Cohesion. This means that Cohesion reduced the reference
(Khalil, 2002) . This result goes in line with ZHOU Xin- hong (2007) who
found that reference is reduced due to cohesion.

29 5.123 | *0.0001

2. Thereis no significant difference at (a=0.05) in Personal reference due
to Cohesion (pre, post) : The researcher used T- Test of paired samples to
test the hypothesis. Table (6) shows the results.

Table (5)
T- Test of paired samples, to test the difference in Personal reference due to Cohesion.
Personal N Mean SD D.F | T-value Sig
Pre 30 5.40 2.36

29 7736 | *
Post 30 2.53 1.66 0.0001

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (5) shows that there is significant difference at (¢=0.05) in Personal
reference due to Cohesion. This means that Cohesion reduced the Personal
reference. This was due to the fact that formal writing requires reducing
reference (ZHOU Xin- hong, 2007, pp. 35- 37) . In this study, the students
were taught not to overuse personal reference since its overuse doesn’t add to
the quality of the writing.

3. There is no significant difference at (a=0.05) in Demonstrative
reference due to Cohesion (pre, post) : The researcher used T- Test of
paired samples to test the hypothesis. Table (6) shows the results.
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Table (2)

Frequencies, means and standard deviations of students grades due

to Group and Gender in the post tests.

Group Gender Frequency Mean | Standard deviation
Male 12 5.50 1.24
Control Female 18 5.89 1.37
Total 30 5.73 1.31
Male 9 7.06 1.57
Experimental Female 21 7.55 1.40
Total 30 7.40 1.45
Male 21 6.17 1.57
Total Female 39 6.78 1.61
Total 60 6.57 1.61
Table (3)
Two Way ANOVA, to test the differences in students writing
achievement due to Group and Gender.

Source of variation | Sum of squares | Degrees of Freedom | Mean squares | F value [  Sig.
Group 34.714 1 34.714 18.008 | *0.0001
Gender 2.608 1 2.608 1.353 0.250
Group * Gender .036 1 0.036 0.019 0.892
Error 107.952 56 1.928

Total 152.233 59

* Sig at (a=0.05)

Table (3) indicates that there is a significant difference at (04=0.05) in the
students' writing achievement due to Group in favor of experimental group.
This means that students who were taught by Cohesion are better than students
who were taught by the traditional method (Jin, 2001; LI Shuang- me, 2009;
Liu &Braine, 2005; Song & Xia, 2002; ZHOU Xinhong, 2007) . Other gender
related differences were not found (Jones & Myhill, 2007) . What adds to
the quality of the study is that the students who were taught by applying
cohesion theory are Arab students whose English language abilities are weak;
therefore, cohesion allows them to write more effectively than before.
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were observed by the teacher while writing.

Finally, both groups were invited to write a composition as the post test.
At the end of the semester, a post- test was administered to both groups to
investigate the students’ achievement in paragraph writing in terms of quality
of writing and cohesion distribution. The students were asked to write an
opinion paragraph about “Obsession with sports can either be dangerous or
beneficial”. The frequency and type of correctly used cohesive devices were
analyzed into tables and the quality of their writing was given a grade out of
10% in relevance to the same writing rubric (to be provided in the appendix)
. Then, the frequencies of correctly used cohesive devices in both groups
and the quality of the writing were statistically processed using SPSS and
appropriate statistical processes. As for the validity of the instrument, four
faculty members validated the instrument as it matches the study purposes.
The reliability of the study was calculated with Split- Half method. The
reliability coefficient was (0.71) . The reliability coefficient value is high
enough and suitable for research purposes.

Study Design and analysis:

The study design was experimental with the independent variable of the
method (Cohesion treatment and traditional method of teaching writing) . In
addition, the dependent variable was the students’ achievement (frequencies)
in: reference (personal, demonstrative) , synonyms, antonyms, collocation,
conjunctions (additive, causal, adversative, temporal) , and lastly total
repetition of the same item.

Data Analysis:

The data was treated by SPSS. The following statistical procedures
were used: Frequencies, Means and standards deviation, T- Test of Paired
Samples, T- Test of Independent Samples, One- Way ANOVA, and Two- Way
ANOVA.

Main hypothesis: There are no significant differences at (¢=0.05) in the
students' writing achievement due to Group and Gender. The researcher used
Two Way ANOVA to test the hypothesis.
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As far as the experimental group is treated, the teacher instructed the
students in the first activities about the necessary types of cohesion as
delimited in the diagnostic pre- test at the beginning of the semester. They
were instructed on writing opinion and cause and effect paragraphs. The treat
of the experimental group lasted for four months. The control group was
taught in the traditional way of teaching paragraph writing for four months.
The researcher consulted another teacher to assess the students’ performance
in both the pre- and post- test results. Reference, synonyms, antonyms,
repetition, collocation, and conjunctions were the main cohesive ties in
focus. After the teacher demonstrated the correct use of cohesive devices, the
students were instructed to engage in collaborative in- class paragraph writing
activities. The students had to read paragraphs and underline instances of
cohesion so as to replace reiterated items with synonyms. Then, the students
were asked to rewrite their own paragraphs in accordance with the correct
use of cohesive devices and the assignments were followed by an assessment
procedure in view of cohesion. Every week, the students were given feedback
about their use of cohesion. All the paragraphs the students were asked to
write were related to their textbook topics. The students were asked to work
collaboratively in- class by being divided into groups of four. Two groups
will prepare paragraphs at home related to one of the topics they have studied
about. The two other groups will work together in- class writing a paragraph
on the board by one group and then the other group is supposed to underline
the cohesive ties and then rewrite the paragraph by using synonyms, antonyms,
conjunctions, and collocations that will eventually create a new paragraph.
They recognized that employing various cohesive devices added to the unity
of their writings (Mansell, 2002) . However, the control group didn’t receive
any instruction about the theory of cohesion, but concerning the activities,
they were identical in number and topic. The control group was instructed
on how to write a paragraph and then the written paragraphs by the students
either individually or in groups were analyzed in terms of its quality only.
The topics covered by applying the theory of cohesion were four different
topics and therefore the researcher used two types of paragraphs, cause and
effect and opinion paragraph. The students welcomed the idea of applying
cohesion to the teaching of writing; therefore, the researcher didn’t face any
challenges because most of the activities were done in- class and the students
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passed the entrance test or succeeded in a remedial course. One of the main
objectives of the course is to teach writing at the paragraph level. The sample
of the study is purposive and consisted of an experimental group and a control
group; each group consisted of 30 non- English majors. Ten students were
eliminated from each group because they did not have the pre- or the post-
tests.

Study instrument:

The instruments used in this study include: a pre- test, a post- test, rubrics
for writing a paragraph, cohesive ties table or checklist. The participants were
instructed to write a 100 word paragraph on a general topic.

Study procedures:

The two sections of the experimental and control groups were taught by
the same teacher using traditional classroom assessment methods such as the
writing rubrics for paragraphs. A pre- test for the two groups was established
to delimit areas of weaknesses in students’ writings, evaluate their writing
level and to test the equivalence of the study group before applying Cohesion.
The two groups were equivalent. Table (1) shows the results of One Way
ANOVA to test the equivalence between the experimental and control groups
before applying Cohesion

Table (1)

One Way ANOVA results to test the equivalence between the experimental and control groups.

Source of Variation Sum of Squares | D.F | Mean Square F Sig.

Between Groups 11.267 1 11.267
Within Groups 7285.067 58 125.605 0.090 [ 0.766
Total 7296.333 59

Table (1) indicates that experimental and control group are equivalent
before applying Cohesion.

The students of the two groups were asked to write a cause and effect
paragraph about “reasons behind the difficulty in learning English Language”.
It was found that most of the errors in writing were related to cohesion in terms
ofreference, synonyms, collocation, total repetition of items and conjunctions.
Their pre- and post- tests’ scores were out of 10% and the length of their
paragraphs was, on average, 100- 150 words.
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Are there significant differences in the frequencies of collocations in the
experimental group before and after applying the theory of cohesion?

Are there significant differences in the frequencies of conjunctions
(additive, causal, adversative, and temporal) in the experimental group
before and after applying the theory of cohesion?

Are there significant differences in the frequencies of total repetition in the
experimental group before and after applying the theory of cohesion?

Are there significant differences in the frequencies of the cohesive ties
regarding the post tests of the experimental and control groups?

Are there significant differences in the frequencies of reference (personal,
demonstrative) regarding the post tests of both the experimental and
control groups?

Are there significant differences in the frequencies of synonyms and
antonyms regarding the post tests of both the experimental and control
groups?

Are there significant differences in the frequencies of collocations
regarding the post tests of both the experimental and control groups?

Are there significant differences in the frequencies of conjunctions
(additive, causal, adversative, and temporal) regarding the post tests of
both the experimental and control groups?

Are there significant differences in the frequencies of total repetition
regarding the post tests of both the experimental and control groups?

Methodology:

The Methodology of this study is Quasi Experimental as there is a

treatment with a purposive sample.

Study population and sample:

The population of the study consisted of 80 non- major students studying

English general course at An Najah National University. The university
English general course (lasts for 4 months) objectives entail that the students
enrolled in such a course are of an intermediate level in English as they either
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same lexicon instead of using a synonym or a collocation. Therefore, applying
the theory of cohesion to the teaching of writing forces the students to search
for collocations, synonyms and antonyms to look for a variety of cohesive
devices that may add to the quality of writing.

However, it should be emphasized that some researchers like (Zhang,
2000) included all the cohesive ties which were improperly or correctly used
when investigating cohesive ties in relation to the writing quality. The current
study counts only the properly used cohesive ties to measure the good or poor
quality of writing.

As far as the frequency of the cohesive ties is measured, some researchers
examined only the number of the ties. Yusun Kang (2005) conducted a study
on the non- native learners’ choices of cohesive devices and found that the
mother tongue affects the type of cohesive tie the EFL students chose. He found
that Korean students opted for the demonstrative reference and repetition in
writing more than any other tie. Guthrie (2008) found that English language
learners of a Spanish origin didn’t employ substitution and ellipsis, rather,
they used the additive and temporal ties; at the lexical level, the participants
opted for lexical repetition such as synonyms and total repetition.

Questions of the study: The questions of the study are as
follows:

1. Are there any significant differences in the students’ writing achievement
due to Group and Gender?

2. Are there significant differences in the frequencies of all the cohesive
devices in the experimental group before and after applying the theory
of cohesion?

A. Arethere significant differences in the frequencies of reference (personal,
demonstrative) in the experimental group before and after applying the
theory of cohesion?

B. Are there significant differences in the frequencies of synonyms and
antonyms in the experimental group before and after applying the theory
of cohesion?
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LI Shuang- mei (2009) argued that giving direct instruction to the
students about cohesion is important to improve the writing abilities because
students had problems with reference, conjunctions, etc. Other researchers
found that applying cohesion improves the quality of writing (Jin, 2001,
LI Shuang- me, 2009; Liu &Braine, 2005; Song & Xia, 2002; ZHOU Xin-
hong, 2007) . SONG & Xia (2002) compared the cohesive features of good
and poor writings as revealed in the compositions of English non- major
Chinese students. They found that the cohesive device positively affecting
the assessment of the compositions was lexical cohesion, and the second one
was grammatical cohesion followed by reference.

ZHOU Xin- hong (2007) examined the application of the theory of
cohesion to the teaching of Chinese EFL learners by opting for a control group
and an experimental group. He examined the frequencies of cohesive ties and
their effect on the quality of writing and found that cohesion improved the
quality of writing. He found that the reference items and lexical reiteration
of the two groups dropped slightly. It is noteworthy that what added to
the quality of the writing was the use of conjunctions, mostly additive and
enhancement.

Other researchers such as Liu & Braine (2005) investigated the use of
cohesive devices in the writing of undergraduate students and found that
studentsused three types of which lexical devices were the mostly used followed
by reference and conjunctions. This finding is in line with that of previous
studies (Zhang, 2000) . The least frequently used tic was the demonstrative
reference. The quality of writing was affected by the total number of cohesive
ties and the errors committed in using reference and lexis.

However, some researchers found that cohesion doesn’t affect the
quality of writing (Castro, 2004; Chen, 2008; Jafarpur, 1991, Zhang, 2000) .
JO- Ling Chen (2008) examined college students use of cohesive devices
and the relationship between the devices and the quality of writing. He found
that lexical devices had the highest percentage of use followed by reference
and then conjunctions. However, his study revealed that overusing cohesive
devices negatively affected the quality of writing. Zhang (2000) studied
cohesion employment by Chinese English majors and found that cohesion
is not related to good or poor writing, but agreed with other researchers that
lexical collocations add to the good quality of writing (Jafarpur, 1991; Zhang,
2000) . Zhang (2000) also indicated that the EFL students preferred to use the
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A reference device is used to connect elements within the same text.
Personal and demonstrative reference (e.g., this, that, the) are the only two
referential items used by the students in their pre- and post tests to maintain
cohesion. A conjunction links together phrases or two separate sentences.
The conjunctions included in the current study as used by the students are:
additive conjunctions (e.g., and, or, not) , adversative conjunctions (e.g.,
however, but, although) , causal conjunctions (e.g., so, therefore, thus) , and
temporal conjunctions (e.g., then, next, finally) . As far as lexical cohesion is in
focus, Halliday and Hasan (1976) identified the following lexical items: total
repetition is repeating the same word. Also, collocation is the use of two or
more words that usually occur together. Synonyms are words that are similar
in meaning, and antonyms are words which are opposites. Substitution and
ellipsis were excluded from the study (because students rarely use devices as
such when they formally communicate (Halliday, 2000; Liu & Braine, 2005)
. This study is significant since it must be acknowledged by all teachers that
applying the theory of cohesion to the teaching of writing is essential.

Literature review:

Many researchers found that EFL students were incompetent in terms of
using cohesion (Khalil, 2002, Olateju, 2006) . The students made mistakes
due to incorrect choices of cohesive ties in writing. Although researchers
have dug deep into the effect of applying cohesion theory to the teaching of
writing (Kong Ling- ling, 2002; Liu and Braine, 2005; ZHOU Xin- Hong,
2007) , most of the research papers addressed the descriptive part.

In terms of the effect of cohesion on the quality of writing, Al- Jarf (2001)
found that Arab EFL learners couldn’t opt for the correct choices of cohesive
ties due to the insufficient knowledge about cohesion. She investigated the
use of cohesive ties and found that conjunctions were the easiest to use, but
reference was very difficult. Guthrie (2008) recommended conducting more
research focusing on more students groups and the use of cohesion.

Khalil (1989) contended that Arab students overused lexical reiteration of
the same item and the frequency of other lexical and grammatical cohesive ties
dropped. Therefore, the quality of writing was poorly evaluated in terms of both
cohesion and coherence. He also found that Arab students overused reference.
Therefore, he recommends that students should be given more instruction about
the importance of cohesion on the quality of writing as a whole.
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Introduction:

What is challenging in the process of teaching paragraph writing is
producing unified texts with minimal writing errors. Teachers consider writing
as the main issue as they found that many students are unable to produce
academic papers as effective as it should be in terms of the quality and unity
of structure.

Cohesion and coherence are two important elements entailing “good”
writing (Halliday, 2000; Lui 2000) . Examining cohesive ties use can provide
insights into the extent to which students from different majors and levels
maintain cohesion in their paragraph writing. Therefore, the role of the
teachers is to give their students direct instruction about the correct modes of
writing from the point of view of cohesion (Johnstone, 2007, 159) .

It is incumbent to say that cohesion as proposed by Halliday and Hasan
(1976) makes sentences hang together (Celce- Murica and Olshtain, 2000,
150) . Moreover, cohesive ties function in writing to maintain unity within a
sequence of sentences to simplify the interpretation of the text (Hafeez, 2001)
. The students’ ability to use cohesive devices creates a sense of flow of ideas
enabling students to improve their sentences (Mansell, 2002; Qing- feng,
2009) . The current study helps to describe the effect of applying cohesion
on the frequency of cohesive ties and the quality of writing when English-
language learners, whose primary language is Arabic, employ the skill of
writing.

Cohesion is pinpointed as the employment of all the explicit linguistic
devices to signal relations between sentences. The cohesive devices that
instructors could benefit from in the process of teaching paragraph structure
are categorized by Johnstone (2007, 150) and Halliday & Hasan (1976) as
follows: reference, conjunction, synonymy, antonymy, collocation, and total
lexical repetition. Synonyms and antonyms are of great importance since
using them to improve the quality of writing is important as many teachers
complain that when it comes to writing, students use repetitive words rather
than synonyms or antonyms. Substitution and ellipsis are excluded from
the current study due to the fact that students didn’t use them in the pre-
test results. Other researchers found that these two items are rarely used by
students in written English (Liu & Braine, 2005; Zhang, 2000) .
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Abstract:

It is essential for the students to be fully aware of the theory of cohesion
(Halliday & Hasan, 1976) so as to allow for continuity of thought while
writing compositions (Qing- feng, 2009) . Therefore, this study investigates
the effect of applying cohesion (Halliday & Hasan, 1978) in the students’
compositions when the quality of their writing and frequency of cohesive ties
are analyzed. The sample of the study consisted of an experimental group and
a control group; each group consisted of 30 non- English majors studying
English I; a university required course at An- Najah National University. A
pre- writing test was developed and its validity and reliability were established.
The findings of the study revealed that cohesion had a positive effect on the
quality of the students’ writing. It was also found that cohesion increased the
frequencies of conjunctions which formed the largest percentage, followed
by reference items and then synonyms in favor of the experimental group.
Apart from that, certain differences were found in terms of the frequency of
use of some cohesive ties after applying cohesion in relation to the in- group
or among groups analyses. In light of the findings, it is recommended that
students should be trained on how to use cohesion to positively affect their
writing skills.
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