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of Arabic. The research also calls for the importance
of using automatic punctuation software that has
gone through several stages of development and
improvement until they reached a level that facilitates
the punctuation process.

Key words: Punctuation of Arabic texts, effects of
non-punctuated text, automatic punctuation software.
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The Positive Impact of Punctuation of Arabic Texts
on Non-Arabic and Native Arabic Speaking Stu-
dents and the Importance of Using the Automated

punctuation

Abstract:

The Arabic alphabet is characterized as being a
unique alphabetical system, saving its learners time
and effort. When they master the twenty eight Arabic
letters, they can read through approximation and
activation of the characteristics that they have already
learnt and mastered about the letters. The forthright
decoding of the Arabic writing is more clearly
reflected when the Arabic texts are punctuated as
this punctuation guides the students towards reading
correctly and will highlight them the grammatical
features and aesthetic characteristics. In contrast, the
absence of punctuation will make the text shrouded
in some ambiguity and confusion except to those who
have previous and broad knowledge of the Arabic
language. This research reveals the effects of the
absence of punctuation on both native and non-native
learners of Arabic. The research also supports the
need to make more effort in punctuating educational
books in all academic levels, because it will help to
spread the use and the learning of the Classical Arabic
among young Arabs as well as the non-native speakers
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- First, the scientific constituents that make the
essence of the jurisprudential ability.

- Second, the methods and processes of which we
should be skillful so as to acquire the jurisprudential
ability and develop it.
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ScientificMethods.
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The Jurisprudential Ability:
Its Fundamentals and the Methdology of Acquir-
ing it

Abstract

This research is a contemplative review in the
scientific fundamentals, andthe steps we should acquire
and be skillful in order to achieve the jurisprudential
ability. This ability that qualifies its owner to become
a jurist/scholar in Sharaa capable of answering - or
participating in answering —questions about personal
affairs or general issues of people.

Given the fact that the technical/formal meaning
of jurisprudence is the knowledge of the practical
legal provisions acquired from its detailed proofs, we
can limit the basics of the jurisprudential ability into
three elements:

a. The scientific knowledge

b. The knowledge of the legal provision

c. The knowledge of detailed proofs.

Taking all this into account, this research aims
at detailing the saying in two main issues:
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«The Qunanic Precautionary Legislations to Pro-
tect the Family from Divorce: A Thematic Study»

Abstract

This study, entitled (The Qur’anic Precautionary
Legislation to Protect the Family from Divorce: A
Thematic Study), throws light on the precautionary
legislation to protect the family from divorce and
the separation of parents. It also shows the unique,
integral procedure of the Holy Qur’an in limiting
Sfamily problems before they even take place through
fours approaches. The first approach is Qur’anic
legislation to protect the family from divorce before
marriage. The second is after consummation before
the problems arise. The third is after the problems
arise, and the fourth is at the time of the divorce when
the dissolution of marriage contract happens. The
researcher used the scientific method of inductive
within the thematic interpretation. It turned out that
legislations came organized in the Qur’an according
to the chapters and verses of Qur’an.

Keywords: The precautionary legislation, the
Sfamily, divorce, thematic interpretation.
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The Semantic Evolution of Irony Indications
among the Ancient Arabs and the Modernists

Abstract

The semantic development of words is an
important part of the semantics and modern linguistics.
It reflects an important aspect of the life of a language,
and indicates the level to which some words are being
used frequently or infrequently. It also serves as a link
between the past and the present. There is no doubt that
the evolution of human life is reflected in the evolution
of used words and their connotations. This research
sheds light on one of these words, which has become
a term used by Holy Qur’an exponents, linguists and
critics. They have gone through various doctrines and
have not agreed on a single vision. This term is irony.
Therefore, this paper reveals the perception of the
ancients, the rhetoricians, the critics and the writers
towards irony. To that end, the paper has raised three
questions: What are the similarities and differences
between them? What are the factors that affected the
significance of this term? Has its connotation changed
among modernists today?

Keywords: Semantic development, irony.
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made him feel alienated. This study examines the
case, which portrays a terrible paradox between the
backward city and the exodus of human freedom, its
intellectual rites, and the countryside, which indicate
spatial alienation. This poem consists of 10 narratives
with dramatic dimensions and the title contains the
semantic meaning and embodies the chapeau of the
text. The poet employed here the vocabulary and
structure of the epistemological transport and the
many strategies to portray his feelings. One of the
most important of these strategies is the synonym
or textual strategy, which is a symbolic aggregation
that is subject to the poetic text and its meaning
to the recipient. It also makes the text more vital
and effective and adds some objectivity to the text.
The study adopted this approach to the curriculum
structuralist semiotics to reveal the hidden poetic text,
which is full of symbols, indications, and references.
One of the objectives of this critical approach is to
present a transparent picture of the features of the
contemporary place in Saadi Yusuf’s speech.

Keywords: Saadi Yusuf, (Take the Rose Snow
Take Kairouania) poem, semiotic, structural.
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The Place Debate in Saadi Yusuf)s Speech
(A semi-structural reading in the poem «Take the
Snow Rose Take the Kairouania “)

Abstract:

(Take the Snow Rose Take the Kairouania)
by Saadi Youssef, a poetic model that depicts the
suffering of contemporary man in the context of civil
society and the negative results that prevent him
from looking forward to the bright future. The poem
is a human cultural speech that embodies the poet’s
fictional journey from the city to his virtuous Medina,
the Kairouan, because of the new civilized reality that
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Delinquent Juveniles and Informal Judiciary
(Hebron Governorate as a Model)

Abstract

This study deals with the situation of children in
the non- formal justice system in Hebron governorate
in the West Bank. It is part of a series of studies aimed
at addressing the information gap on children in the
informal justice system in the Middle East and North
Africa region.

The study briefly reviews the main issues and
discussions concerning the informal justice system in
general and children in the informal justice system, in
particular, in Hebron City. An analysis of the results
of the study is presented in light of the international
standards of children>s rights, followed by
recommendations that address the relevant authorities
working in the formal and informal justice systems.

Numerous studies have been conducted regarding
the official judiciary for juveniles in Palestine;
however, these studies have neglected the status of
Jjuvenile justice within the informal justice system.
This adds a special importance to our study that
aims to examine the situation of the juvenile justice
within the context of the informal judiciary in Hebron
Governorate, one of the largest cities of the West Bank
governorates, and to know to what extent this system
takes into account the best interests for children.

The official juvenile justice system throughout
the West Bank is in fact a mixture of laws extending
Jfrom the Ottoman era and the British mandate to the
Jordanian law system ending with the Palestinian
National Authority. The main legal provisions for
Jjuvenile justice in the West Bank are the Juveniles Law
No. 4 of 2016 and the Palestinian Children>s Act of
2004. In this context, this study presents an analysis
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of the strengths and the weaknesses of the laws and
its implementation methods, highlighting the points of
convergence and differences in comparison with the
relevant international directives.

The informal justice system plays a crucial
role in resolving disputes between individuals and
clans in the Hebron governorate. This permanently
involves children who find themselves face to face with
the informal justice system as offenders, victims or
witnesses. The study provides a detailed description
of the realities of children in the context of informal
judicial proceedings and highlights the differences
based on the categories of workers in the informal
Jjustice system. Since maintaining security, peace and
social harmony are the main objectives of the informal
justice system, the truce is a recurrent mechanism to
facilitate the reconciliation and prevent revenge. The
penalties imposed by the informal justice procedures
that range from financial sanctions to deportation.
Different forms of collective punishment are carried
out, which often endanger the best interests of the
child. This is in addition to the tendency to treat
victims as criminals besides the serious lack of
rehabilitation support, which is of great concern to
the methods used by the informal justice system, which
rarely take into account the rights of the child. On the
other hand, there are also other evidences that show
the procedures applied by the informal justice system
and how they offer a quick and a cheap alternative to
the flawed formal justice system.

The study also analyzes the main features
of the informal justice system in Hebron through
two points of views about child protection and the
status of juveniles and the extent to which it meets
the international standards. In addition, the study
compares the current characteristics of the system
with the principle of the rule of law in accordance with
the Palestinian legislations. The study concludes with
its recommendations for both the informal and formal
Jjudicial systems, recognizing the need to give a greater
attention to both systems within a comprehensive
strategy for reforming the justice sector.

Keywords:  Delinquent  Juvenile, informal
Jjudiciary, children rights, juvenile Judiciary, juvenile
justice, juvenile justice law, criminal procedures law,
tribal Judiciary.
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patriotic and national sense, and most of the characters
mentioned in Nizar’s used poems are: rebel figures,
positive, negative, composite, and others.

Keywords: Calling, figures, the Islamic,
inspiration, recruitment, Nizar Qabbani.
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Calling the Islamic figures in the Poetry of Nizar
Qabbani

Abstract:

Nizar Qabbani is a poet who lived in the modern
era, attracted critics and people with his brave poems,
as he is famous for his love and politics poetry. He was
inspired by the human heritage and summoned various
heritage figures, in particular, he employed the Islamic
figures in his poetry, especially the political ones.

I have followed this phenomenon in his poetry
and extracted a scientific material to study the
recruitment through which the researcher called this
study: (Calling Islamic Figures in the Poetry of Nizar
Qabbani.)

The nature of the study required dividing it into
an introduction, a list of seven demands, a conclusion
and recommendations, and finally a list of sources and
references.

This study adopted both the descriptive then the
selective approachs for Nizar Qabbani’s poetic models
the researcher used.

The most important findings in the research are:
The purpose of Nizar’s recruitment of the characters
and Islamic symbols is to awaken and raise the
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Greed in the Holy Quran: Subjective Study

Abstract:

This study deals with the verses that tackle the
topic of greed in the Holy Quran. The problem of
this study lies in the need to identify the expressions,
meaning and reasons of greed in the verses of the Holy
Quran. The study seeks to clarify the meaning of greed
and its synonyms, and the perspective of the Islamic
law towards it, besides highlighting its types, impact
and treatment .

This study is based on the inductive, analytical
and deductive research approach. The most prominent
results of the study are, definition of the concept of
greed and its synonyms, such as aspiration and hope;
highlighting the reasons that lead to greed, such as the
desire of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) and the desire of believers and disbelievers
in the forgiveness of Allah, and going to heaven in the
afterlife.

There are two types of greed: desired and
reprehensible, Islamic law promotes a certain type of
greed on one hand and condemns another negative
type on the other hand, mentioning the approaches to
treat greed among humankind.

Keywords:(Greed, Holy
reprehensible).

Quran, desired,
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aspirations and fair demands..

Keywords: educational policy, 48 Palestinians,
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Israeli Educational Policies and their Impact on the
Cultural Identity of the 48 Palestinians:
Challenges and Solutions

Abstract:

This study aimed at shedding the light on the
Israeli educational policies and their impact on
the cultural identity of the 48 Palestinians. These
policies have led to the weakening of the educational
system of the 48 Palestinians as they embed the
agendas of the Israeli Ministry of Education. To
achieve the research objectives, inductive, analytical
and deductive research approach was used. The
research introduces suggestions for overcoming the
challenges facing the preservation of the cultural
identity of the 48 Palestinians. The study revealed the
policies of marginalization and exclusion of Arabs
in the 48 occupied territories, through limiting their
participation in drafting the educational policies.
The study recommended engaging the active civil
institutions in the development process of educational
policy, and renewing the educational discourse within
the 48 Palestine, in order to promote the cultural
identity of the Palestinians. Moreover, the study
recommended the participation of the Arabs in the
development of the educational system to fulfill their
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The study concluded that the vocative style
is an important mean to achieve an artistic aspect
in the Quranic discourse, and it is a tool for
achieving  communication and  understanding
between individuals, it also reveals the aesthetics of
the Qursanic style. Moreover, the vocative style is
considered an aspect of the Quran’s miracle.

Keywords:
Surat Maryam .

Manifestations, the vocative style,
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The Manifestations of the Vocative Style in Surat
Maryam (peace be upon her)

Abstract:

This research aims to study the vocative
style in Surat Maryam - peace be upon her - as
well as to disclose the expressive and graphic
values, and to explore the use of such style by
Quran from rhetorical and semantic aspects.

The study used a descriptive analytical approach,
which required from the study to take an approach
that addresses the concept of the vocative style, its
position and its function as a method in the Qur>anic
narratives. The study was divided into four core areas
as follows:

First - the vocative style in the story of Prophet
Zakaria, and his son Yahya - peace

be upon them ;

Il - The vocative style in the story of Maryam -
peace be upon him ;

11l - The vocative style in the story of Prophet
Ibrahim - peace be upon him;

1V - the vocative style in the story of Prophet
Moses peace be upon him.
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inferior in the community and underage marriage was
common among females. In addition, there were cases
of slave marriage and the existence of maidservants
and servants in the community of Nablus Mountain.

Key words: marriage , Nablus Mountain, The
Ottoman era , Records of the legal court.
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Marriage in Nablus Mountain at the Beginning of
the Ottoman Era:

An Analytical Study of the Records of the Legal
Court

Abstract:

This study deals with the issue of marriage at
the beginning of the Ottoman Era in the community of
Nablus Mountain through investigating and examining
the records of the legal court which are found as
script documents. The present study also discusses
some theoretical topics and earlier studies briefly. The
method of analyzing the documents was employed at
two levels: The first level tackled the formal analysis
of pretexts, which addressed the form of the pretext, in
terms of phrasing, vocabulary, titles, dowries, money,
proxies and additional stipulations. The second level
tackled the social and economic implications of the
content of the legal pretexts through exploring the
general characteristics of the studied cases, the social
and class structure, gender, the political situations,
and some other issues which were revealed by the
examined pretexts.

The study reached the conclusion that there was
not a unified form for the texts of the pretexts and that
marriage was conducted in terms of social classes.

Itwas also found that women used to be considered
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The Formality as a Constraint to the Will of Parties
in the Contracts in Accordance with the Provisions
of the Jordanian Civil Law

Abstract:

The researcher in the study seeks to highlight
the concept of formality as a constraint to the will
of the parties when establishing a legal contract.
Formality imposes a certain style to follow in order to
express the will of the parties in contracts. This style
is considered a constraint to their will and restricts
their ability of expression. The problem of research
lies in the ambiguity of the concept of formality and
its position in the general theory of the obligation,
and the ambigious effects resulting from breaching
formality. The researcher followed the comparative
analytical descriptive approach, describing the legal
rules concerning formality and analyzing them in the
light of the views of jurisprudence and judicial rulings,
and comapring the provisions of the Jordanian Civil
Law with some Arab laws. The research found that
the purpose of the from that is set by the Jordanian
legislator is not clear in many of the texts of the Civil
Law. In addition, there are uncertainties that overtake
the legislator when regulating formalities. Several
recommendations are introduced to address this legal
defect.

Keywords:
invalidity, civil law
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The effect of Apostasy -Alrida- when one of the
spouses refrain from the marriage contract

Abstract

This research is entitled (The effect of Apostasy
-Alrida- when one of the spousesrefrain from the
marriage contract).

It aims at knowing the relationship between
husband and wife in case of finding what causes
desertion from one of them, and when this contract is
broken, immediately or after the end of the time given
(limited) to the wife before separation.

And the effect of the repentance from deserting
one’s religion on the contract.

The researchers came to the conclusion that
the contract is broken after the end of the time given
(limited) to the wife whether the apostasy is husband
or wife. The guardian (The governor) must warn
Muslims from falling into desertion through the
orators of mosques and judicial courts.

Key word: Apostasy, the impact of Apostasy,
repentance from Apostasy
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novel allows the personality to reveal itself clearly and
enable the narrator to follow their development and
enter the depths and hidden secrets and reveals their
weaknesses and strength .

The aim of this research is to study the structure
of personality in the Jordanian short story. It
attempts to present an analytical reading of some of
the characters’ models in “the writings of the new
millennium”. The selected groups are distinctive in
their language, subjects and contents. as the character
is the active factor in the story.

The research consists of three topics. The first
topic was to study the classification of personalities
and the second topic discussed some of the personal
models in the selected models of Jordanian narrative
groups, in terms of positive and negative characters,
as well as personalities.

The research was based on an analytical study of
storytelling groups, analyzing the element of the place
to reveal its artistic value. The group stories covered
various descriptive sections that showed patterns of
characters. The research was to study the personality
in selected models of stories through analyzing the texts
and showing their artistic and aesthetic dimensions
and revealing ways of constructing them. .

Keywords: construction - short story-character.
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Build a character in the short story in Jordan (Se-
lected examples of the writings of the new millen-
nium)

Abstract:

Build a character in the short story in Jordan
(Selected examples of the writings of the new
millennium)

The construction of the story is difficult, which
requires a great artistic effort and deep experience in
the methods of storytelling, and this is due to several
reasons, including: short form and limited time
and environment. And ‘to identify the profile of the
personality through the short story is more difficult to
identify the character through the novel, because the
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programs related to the methods of marital selection
to who are willing to marry.

Keywords:  appropriate  methods,
selection, Al-Quds Open University
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The appropriate methods for selecting the partner

from the point of view of those who are willing to

marry from the students of Al - Quds Open Univer-
sity in Jericho — Palestine

Abstract:

The study aims to know the appropriate methods
of partner selection from the point of view of a sample
from Al-Quds Open University — Jericho, whom are
willing to marry in the light of some variables (sex,
place of living, age, and faculty). The researcher used
the descriptive method. The study sample consisted
of (186) male and female students. The sample were
chosen by random selection, the tool of appropriate
methods of partner selection was used, which was
prepared by the researcher; it contains (5) parts.

The study results showed that the appropriate
methods of partner selection came with high level, the
mean of total score was (3.64) over all parts, except for
the financial part which was medium, and the religious
part was the highest one. The study also showed that
there is no significant difference between the means of
the responses according to the sex, and the place of
living. The study results showed that there is significant
difference between the means of the sample response
according to the age in the total means of the tool.

The study recommends introducing counseling
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robert-browning
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deep humanitarian feelings are stronger than the
treacherous Duke.

1 Hereafter, [ use line numbers in parentheses

to refer to quotations from Robert Browning
(2004), Robert Browning Poems. Classic Poetry
Series, PoemHunter.com, pp. 252-253. Available
free online at https://www.poemhunter.com/i/
ebooks/pdf/robert browning 2004 9.pdf
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Duke’s commands when he orders him, “Will’t
please you rise? (1. 47)” to join others, the club of
colonizers, awaiting “below” (1. 48). Through this
negotiator, the Duke arranges with other colonizers
to bring more countries under his domination.
Thus, he tells his listener, “We’ll meet / The
company below” (1l. 47-48). The Duke expects
the other colonizers to cooperate, so in courtly
language, he tells the envoy that he anticipates a
good dowry from the generous Count:

The Count your master’s known munificence
Is ample warrant that no just pretence

Of mine for dowry will be disallowed. (11. 49-
51)

In this context, the daughter whom the
Duke woes represents collaboration between two
colonial powers. The Duke is more powerful than
the Count because he expects to get a reasonable
dowry or more benefits (1. 51), although he claims
that his main “object” (1. 53) in the negotiations
is the daughter herself, not money; that is, he is
interested in forming a friendship and mutual
collaboration. The Duke seems to understand
a gesture from his addressee as attempting to
get away from him. Saying, “Nay, we’ll go /
Together down, sir” (I1l. 53-54), the Duke stops
the envoy, showing that the deal between the two
colonizers is not fair in the envoy’s opinion. The
Duke exercises his power and insists that they go
together to meet the others waiting downstairs.

7. The Last Three Lines
Notice Neptune, though,
Taming a sea-horse, thought a rarity,

Which Claus of Innsbruck cast in bronze for
me! (1. 54-56)

The poem’s last three lines are like the
ending couplet in a Shakespearian sonnet that
recapitulates its theme. These lines conclude the
poem and express its main idea: the domination
and taming of the colonized. These lines can
be interpreted universally to comment on the
domination of weak by the powerful and on
the colonizers’ constant attempts to tame weak
countries to make them accept slavery and give up
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the desire for freedom and respectable, honorable
lives.

The Duke expresses this idea by pointing
out another of his art objects, a bronze statue of
Neptune, the god ofthe sea, taming a sea-horse. The
artist who makes this statue is Claus of Innsbruck,
the second artist mentioned in the poem and a
representative of the propagandists. The Dukess
orders for the artist to carve a statue of Neptune
emphasize the taming of a sea-horse. The poem
seems to flow to reach this conclusion, which
expresses the Dukers desire to control others. At
the end of the poem, there is, to use Shawys words
(1999, 16-17), a turn from «conscious» persuasion
of the audience to «unconsciousy» persuasion as the
Duke considers his suppression and controlling of
others to be taming. Both the Duchess and the sea
horse face their fate and their fight for freedom
alone. Thus, the Duchess is a symbol of resistance
against the Duke>s (Knoepflmacher, 1984, 111)
«narcissistic desire» to dominate her and make
her recognize herself as inferior to him. Sussman
(1995, 79) uses the Lacanian term the «female
Other» to describe this desire. Consequently, the
Duke never fulfils his desire (Lacan, 1998, 98)
«to recreate the image of the lost woman.» These
last three lines prophesize the colonizers) failure
to turn the colonized into slaves, as the Duke
fails to tame the Duchess, who refuses to be his
slave, or to eliminate her humanity and freedom,
represented in her smiles and spot of joy.

8. Conclusion

Reflecting the age of its composition
characterized by the spread of colonialization,
the poem anticipates the inevitable conflict
between the colonizers and the colonized, on
one hand, and the conflict among the colonizers,
on the other. Moreover, the poem condemns
colonialization through its portrayal of the
Duke’s repugnant personality. Ironically, he
seems to care for art acts contrary to its spirits
and uses artists as propagandists to serve his
anti-humanitarian aims. Opposing the Duke’s
desires, the Duchess symbolizes the colonized’s
resistance to the colonizers’ attempts to tame
and dominate their countries. Although the
Duchess has been murdered, the readers feel that
she emerges victorious because her smiles and
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the Duke reminds his listener of what he bestows
on the Duchess from his presumed superiority to
her and others: «My gift of a nine-hundred-years-
old name» (1. 33). This sentiment clearly expresses
the arrogance of the colonizers whose gift was
their rule, which, in fact, brought destruction to
the colonized countries. The colonizers considered
themselves the saviors of the colonized, who
should appreciate them and no one else. In this
poem, the Duke thinks the victim, the Duchess,
should be grateful to him as her sole benefactor.
Nothing could be equal to the «gift» (1. 34) the
colonizers bestowed upon the colonized. The
Duke associates himself with power and prestige,
and likewise, the colonizers perceived themselves
as superior to the low-status colonized, like the
Duchess.

The Duke asks a rhetorical question, « Who’d
stoop to blame / this sort of trifling?» (1. 34-35),
indicating both his arrogance and indignation at
the Duchess>s behavior. He asks who among the
colonizers would lower themselves to rebuke the
Duchess for her indiscriminate behavior. The Duke
imagines an answer, which seems to satisfy his
arrogance, that is, no one and no body. However,
the reality is that the Duchess displays the bright
side of the colonized. The Duke cannot understand
her behavior, so he refers to her humanistic attitude
toward others as «trifling» (1. 35). This outlook is
self-destructive because it leads to the incurable
disease of personal vanity. Gerson (2013, 16)
describes the Duke as a sociopath who “manifests
a diffuse lack of impulse control that results in
frequent irresponsible and thoughtless» ideas and
behaviors.

The Duke proceeds to mention the obstacles
related to the Duchessys behavior that prevent him
from talking to her directly (1. 35-43). Ironically,
he claims that he does not have the «skill / in
speech» (1. 35-36) to explain what he wants from
her, but readers are aware that the contrary is the
truth. This situation alludes to the colonizers)
propaganda intended to reverse the truth about
the victims, the colonized. The Dukeys arrogance
reaches its climax when he considers talking to
the Duchess to lower his status, and he determines
«Never to stoop» (1. 43) to her level.

Despite the Duke’s arrogance, he admits that
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the Duchess is gentle to him, always greeting
him with a smile when he passes: “Oh sir, she
smiled, no doubt, / Whene’er I passed her” (11. 43-
44). However, her smiles anger him, and cannot
tolerate them because they are not special to him.
She smiles to everyone in the same way: “but who
passed without / Much the same smile?” (1l. 44-
45). The Duke’s thinking mirrors the colonizers’
selfishness and refusal to allow any other powers
to share in their exploitation of the colonized,
demonstrating their greed and their view of the
colonized as their property. Moreover, the Duke
bluntly expresses his arrogance (1. 42-43),
when he says that whether the Duchess agrees
or disagrees with his interpretation of her smile,
considering her opinion beneath his status. This
viewpoint represents the colonizers’ outlook
toward the colonized, treating them with disdain
and seeking to humiliate them.

Given the Duke’s arrogance, selfishness,
and treatment of the Duchess as an object, his
murder of her is not strange: “This grew; I gave
commands; / then all smiles stopped together” (11.
45-46). The Duke, the colonizers’ representative,
cannot tolerate any type of happiness in the lives
of the colonized, here seen in the Duchess’s
kindness and appreciation of everything and
everyone, which, in the Duke’s opinion, “grew”
(1. 45) to exceed the acceptable limits. Thus, he
“gave commands” (1. 45), and “All smiles stopped
together” (1. 46); that is, he kills her. This is the
colonizer’s destruction of a particular colonized
country, which becomes his last victim. Very
likely, others would face the same fate as the last
Duchess as the colonizers attempted to destroy the
colonized.

6. The Listener and His Role

The interlocutor is addressed in the fifth
line, and the readers understand that there is an
addressee. In the fifty-first line, we deduce that
the addressee is a silent envoy sent by a father to
negotiate the marriage of his daughter to the Duke
to succeed the last Duchess. The addressee acts
as a mediator between the Duke and the Count,
that is, between two colonial powers. The Count
whom the envoy represents may collaborate with
the Duke in negotiating his new marriage that is,
colonizing a new country. The envoy follows the
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their position in the same way as that of the Duke,
who “gave commands; / Then all smiles stopped
together” (1l. 45-46).

The Duke not only suspects the Duchess’s
smiles and spot of joy but also imagines ways
Pandolf might have caused that “spot of joy” on
her face (ll. 15-21). The artist might have told the
Duchess that her “mantle laps™ covered her wrist
too much and that “paint / Must never hope to
reproduce” (Il. 17-18) the beautiful effect of her
skin and coloring. The artist, the propagandist,
would like her to look more beautiful; that is, he
would like to do something good for the colonized
for the sake of his master, but the Duke objects
to even this. For the Duke, the artistic portrait
(Fox, 2011, 463) “embodies the culmination of
his desire for control.” However, these imagined
words—"Paint / Must never hope to reproduce the
faint / Half-flush that dies along her throat” (11. 17-
19)—uttered by the painter praise the Duchess’s
beauty that cannot be captured by his brush. These
words come from the Duke’s imagination, not the
painter’s mouth.

Thus, this spot of joy, its cause, and the
Duke’s thoughts about it reflect the colonizers’
determination to dominate the colonized
completely. He considers the spot of joy caused
by others or any other thing to interfere in his
affairs, so he rejects it and fights against it. He
feels that he is the only one entitled to dominate
the Duchess and allows no one to interact with her
without his permission. Similarly, if the colonized
people showed any hint of life, even a smile, they
were severely punished.

5. The Colonizers’ Arrogance and
Selfishness

The Duke describes the Duchess as simple,
“too soon made glad” (l. 22), and “too easily
impressed” (1. 23). The simplicity of the colonized
was a major limitation and prevented them from
initially seeing the danger of the colonizers.
Before describing the Duchess’s heart, the Duke
hesitates, asking, “How shall I say?” (I. 22). He
forces himself to continue and state his belief that
the Duchess’s heart is:

too soon made glad.
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Too easily impressed: she liked whate’er

She looked on,
everywhere. (1l. 22-24)

and her looks went

The Duchess, thus, does not believe in
discrimination but likes everything she sees. The
Duke, in contrast, believes that he is superior to
others and cannot comprehend the Duchess’s
simplicity and equal appreciation for things around
her. Unlike the Duke, the Duchess is not corrupted
by arrogance and materialism. In addition to her
belief in equality, the Duke is puzzled by the
natural and simple things that make her happy:

Sir, "twas all one! My favor at her breast,
The dropping of the daylight in the West,
The bough of cherries some officious fool
Broke in the orchard for her, the white mule
She rode with round the terrace —all and each

Would draw from her alike the approving
speech,

Or blush, at least. (1. 25-31)

The Duke becomes infuriated by the
Duchess’s happiness in nature, such as “the
daylight in the West.” She believes in equality and
tends to see every pleasant thing as pretty, whether
they are from the Duke or others: “’twas all one!”
The Duchess does not belong to the Duke’s
materialistic world but has a spirit of romanticism
and humanitarianism within her. If he gives her
a “favor at her breast” (I. 25), a piece of jewelry
to wear, she is happy for it in the same way that
she is for a pretty sunset, a branch of cherries,
or riding her white mule around the terrace. The
Duke claims that she treats him and others equally
and sometimes does not say anything, but only
blushes in her way. The Duke»s arrogance prevents
him from comprehending the Duchess»s heart. He
does not believe that people are equal; therefore,
he is disturbed not merely because the Duchess
likes such things as a «bough of cherries» but that
it is that some «officious fool» (1. 27) who brings
them to her.

The pompous colonizers thought that the
colonized benefited from their suppressors and
should be grateful for their suppressors. Likewise,
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none puts by / the curtain I have drawn for you,
but 1)) (II. 9-10) in an assertion of his complete
dominance over the production of art. This
statement also indicates that no one can know
anything about the Duchess but through the Duke.
This was precisely how the colonizers looked at
and treat the colonized: as private property.

At points, the task is beyond Fra Pandolf’s
capacity, as seen in “the faint/ half-flush that
dies along her throat” (ll. 18-19). However, in
general throughout the poem, the artist produces
propaganda justifying the exploitation of others
by the rich, strong colonizers for their own benefit.
This intent is clear when the Duke says that he
mentions the artist Pandolf “by design” (1. 6), on
purpose. This perhaps indicates the colonizers’
use of art to persuade the citizens of the colonized
countries to submit to their policies. From how the
envoy looks at the painting, the Duke understands
that he wants to ask how the painter put so much
“depth and passion” (I. 8) into the painting. This
shows that everything in this poem occurs under
the Duke’s supervision, and he is in full control.
No one even dares ask him about the expression on
the Duchess’s “countenance” (1. 7). This beautiful
expression may represent the beautiful aspects of
the cultures and societies of the colonized.

Despite the Duke’s attempts, the painting
also signals his defeat by the Duchess. He cannot
possess all her affections, as he desires, so he seeks
to possess her as a painting, that is, (Paulson, 1989,
5) as an “object.” This, ironically, is the Duke’s
“dispossession” of the Duchess for which he tries
to compensate through Pandolf’s painting. The
Duke tries hard to transform the Duchess from
an independent entity into an object, no more
than (Zizek, 2005, 89) a “Thing,” but he fails. In
reality, (Martin, 1985, p. 97) he does “not esteem
the painting,” seeing it as no more than a tool
to propagate what he desires and what he thinks
about the Duchess. Readers can easily deduce that
the Duke holds an attitude toward art contrary to
Renaissance and Romantic principles. For him,
the function of art and its message is to serve his
evil aims, as seen clearly at the end of the poem
and the last three lines naming a second artist,
Claus of Innsbruck.
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4. The Spot of Joy on the Duchess’s
Cheeks

Sir, ‘twas not
Her husband’s presence only, called that spot
Of joy into the Duchess’ cheek. (1I. 13-15)

This spot of joy on the Duchess’s cheeks
is pivotal in the poem because it is the direct
cause for the Duke to give orders for her murder.
Although he uses the word “seemed” (1. 11),
suggesting uncertainty about her “glance” (l.
12), he expresses sureness about her treacherous
glances and consequently commands her to be
murdered. This murdering is a symbol of the
colonizers’ policy toward the colonized who
were punished based on suspicion. Unlike the
judicial system in the colonizers’ homeland, those
they established in their colonies were designed
to give legal protection to themselves and their
exploitation of the colonized, whom they treated
as no more than objects. Although it might appear
strange that this spot of joy destabilizes the Duke,
it can be understood to represent the colonizers’
continuous attempts to kill what was good in
the colonized people, which they considered to
threaten their security.

The Duke seeks to control his wife completely,
the colonized, shown in his angry reaction to any
spot of joy on her face except in “her husband’s
presence” (1. 14). Problematically for the Duke, her
spot of joy can emerge in the presence of anyone,
not only him. This symbolizes the free will of
the colonized and the defiance of the colonizer’s
dominance. The Duke considers this spot of joy
and happiness to be the Duchess’s hamartia. The
colonizers fought to keep the colonized from
seeing any ray of hope that exceeded “the mark™ (1.
39) of their tolerance. Ironically, the artist, under
the Duke’s orders, immortalizes the Duchess’s
smile and spot of joy, the cause of his command
to murder her. The Duke’s hateful attitude
toward her happiness and spot of joy reflects
the colonizers’ attitude toward the colonized
countries, persecuted, controlled, and murdered
as the Duchess. In this context, murder not only
killed physical life but also deprived the colonized
of living normal lives or benefiting from their own
natural resources. The colonizers clearly revealed
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aroma) of the poet’s (personality,) and the poet
(is impelled to embody the thing he perceives)
in it. This paper, therefore, shows that the poem
embodies relations between powerful colonizers
in the Duke and weak, colonized countries in the
Duchess. Even the poem title, with its possessive
pronoun (My,) indicates the importance of the
relations between the possessor and the possessed.
The poem demands an intelligent reading, and
readers must (Levine, 2003, 80) (come back to it
again and again, until it has become intelligible.)

Itis important to note that the 19th century was
characterized by men’s dominance over women,
so masculinity was associated with strength, and
femininity with weakness. It, therefore, is not
logical to associate the colonizers with the Duke
and the colonized with the Duchess. Following
Efird (2010), the 19th century (was characterized)
by the (hegemonic parameters of patriarchy) and
the (Sussman, 1995, 78) (normative bourgeois
masculinity.” The poem describes the relations
between the Duke and the Duchess as husband
and wife to reveal how the colonizers violated
humanitarian values, leading to the catastrophic
consequences of colonialism. The colonizers were
restless, reflected in the Duke’s speech peppered
with questions (“Will’t please you sit and look at
her? 1. 5), 1 hesitations (how shall I say? 1. 22),
and interjections (“Oh”, 1. 43). The Duke, the
representative of the colonizers, reveals his true
character in (Martin, 1985, 96) (a sequential and
fragmentary) way, so readers must build a picture
of him gradually.

2. The Title and the Beginning of
the Poem

The possessive pronoun (My) in the poem
title suggests a primary characteristic of the
colonizers who tried with all their might to
possess everything in the colonized countries.
The repetition of the personal pronoun “I” in the
poem mirrors the colonizers’ self-obsession, as
expressed by the arrogant, self-centered Duke.
These people were willing to commit any evil
action to satisfy themselves.

In the first line of the poem, the Duke uses
the word (last) to describe his wife: (that’s my last
Duchess painted on the wall) (1. 1). Hoad (1966,
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259) argues that this word is derived from the
word latost, which means the (the latest) or (the
newest.) The Duchess, or the colonized, is not
the final victim of the Duke, or the colonizers.
The word last perhaps indicates instead that this
last Duchess is not the only one who will be
persecuted by the Duke, or the colonizers; other
countries may yet fall victims in the future.

However, at the same time, the Duchess
looks (as if she were alive) (l. 2), and the Duke
considers her to be, to use a Coleridgean term,
in a state of death-in-life. The Duchess thus still
has deep influence on the Duke, has transcended
death, and (Kay, 2004, 167) (appears to have
crossed the limit) of the (physical life) to spiritual
steadfastness. Accordingly, she represents the
essence of the will of the colonized, suppressed
but never subjugated because of, let us say, their
innate ontological immunity against the tyrannical
colonizers. The colonized exhibited such
steadfastness despite their complete vulnerability
to the colonizers, who used their power to exploit
the colonized. The Duke’s comment on the
painting of the Duchess suggests this quality:
(there she stands) (l. 4), indicating that this is a
full-length portrait of her entire body.

The Duchess’s portrait seems to have an
influence on the Duke, and he politely asks his
listener to stop and examine it: (will’t please
you sit and look at her?) (I. 5). This politeness,
though, is superficial, mirroring the pretext the
colonizers used to camouflage their domination of
other countries. Thus, the (depth and passion of)
the Duchess’s (earnest glance) (1. 8) represent the
natural resources that attracted the colonizers to
invade other countries and exploit them for their
own benefit.

3. Art and the Colonizers

The name of the portrait artist, Fra Pandolf,
is introduced in line three and repeated in lines six
and sixteen, indicating the important role of art
as propaganda for the Duke. Although Pandolf is
an imaginary artist, we understand from his name
and capacities that he is a great Italian artist who
has managed to capture not only the beauty of
the Duchess but also the essence of her qualities.
The Duke says, (But to myself they turned (since
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Abstract:

When we take into consideration the
numerous interpretations of Robert Brownings
«My Last Duchess» poem we notice that
most of them present and give ideas about
the personalities of the Duke and the Duchess
either from a psychological perspective or from
a feminist perspective. This paper presents
a new way of reading and understanding the
poem as concerning the relationship between
the colonizers, represented by the Duke, and the
colonized, represented by the Duchess, as well as
the colonizers’ relationship with art. These ideas
came into the researcher>s mind because Browning
composed the poem in the 19th century, when
colonization started, and powerful, rich countries
exploited weak, poor nations. These realities were
deeply embedded in the poet’s subconscious and
emerged in the poem in disguise. Readers can
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speculate that through composing this dramatic
monologue, the poet unconsciously denounced
the acts of the colonizers.

Keywords: colonizers, colonized, dramatic
monologue, Duke, My Last Duchess, Robert
Browning.

1. Introduction

(My Last Duchess,) published in 1842, still
ranks among the best known and most widely
anthologized of Robert Browning’s works due to
its great profundity and subtle, mental complexity.
The Duke, the single speaker in this dramatic
monologue, is aware of the presence of another
person and distorts facts to try to conceal what
he thinks and feels. The Duke uses his dramatic
monologue (Eliot, 1953, 104) as (a mask) for his
true beliefs, and the sake of expressing his wish
to dominate others. He presents (Everett, 2003) (a
second self) and shows us how his mind works.
The poem reveals the Duke’s real character
and (Johnson, 1990, 3) (the essence) of his
relationship with the addressee and the Duchess.
The aim of this paper, therefore, is to understand
what is within the speaker and what he represents,
which are (Woolford, 1996, 41) (inferred from
what the speaker says, although they are not stated
directly.) Browning exhibits his skill as in this
dramatic monologue (Greenblatt, 2012, 1275) as
he (separates the speaker from the poet in such a
way that the reader must work through the words
of the speaker to discover the meanings of the

poet.)

Most critics use one of two major approaches
to interpret the poem: first, a psychological
approach due to the nature of the dramatic
monologue as an argument within the self, and
second, a feminist approach due to the discrepancy
between the Duchess’s innocence and the Duke’s
malice. Readers can find in Stefan Hawlin’s book
The Complete Critical Guide to Robert Browning
a useful survey of the major critical debates
surrounding Browning and his works.

However, unlike previous studies, this
interpretation presumes that the poem has a hidden
topic: colonialization. Browning was a child of
his age and acknowledged (Shelley, 1852, 138)
that the dramatic monologue is the (radiance and
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. Commit to state references soundly, to avoid plagiarism in the research.

. Commit to avoid conducting research papers that harm humans or environment. The researcher must
obtain in advance an approval from the University or the institutions he/she works at, or from a com-
mittee for scientific research ethics if there is any, when conducting any experiments on humans or
the environment.

. Obtain a written acknowledgement from the individual/individuals who are referred to in the research,
and clarify to them the consequences of listing them in the research. The researcher has also to main-
tain confidentiality and commit to state the results of his/her research in the form of statistical data
analysis to ensure the confidentiality of the participating individuals.

Seven- Intellectual Property Rights:
. The editorial board confirms its commitment to the intellectual property rights
. Researchers also have to commit to the intellectual property rights.

. The research copyrights and publication are owned by the Journal once the researcher is notified
about the approval of the paper. The scientific materials published or approved for publishing in the
Journal should not be republished unless a written acknowledgment is obtained by the Deanship of
Scientific Research.

. Research papers should not be published or republished unless a written acknowledgement is obtained
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. The researcher has the right to accredit the research to himself, and to place his name on all the cop-
ies, editions and volumes published.
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http://journals.qou.edu/recources/pdf/apa.pdf

Five- Peer Review & Publication Process:

All research papers are forwarded to a group of experts in the field to review and assess the sub-
mitted papers according to the known scientific standards. The paper is accepted after the researcher
carries out the modifications requested. Opinions expressed in the research paper solely belong to
their authors not the journal. The submitted papers are subject to initial assessment by the editorial
board to decide about the eligibility of the research and whether it meets the publication guidelines.
The editorial board has the right to decide if the paper is ineligible without providing the researcher
with any justification.

The peer review process is implemented as follows:

1. The editorial board reviews the eligibility of the submitted research papers and their compliance
with the publication guidelines to decide their eligibility to the peer review process.

2. The eligible research papers are forwarded to two specialized Referees of a similar rank or higher
than the researcher. Those Referees are chosen by the editorial board in a confidential approach, they
are specialized instructors who work at universities and research centers in Palestine and abroad.

3. Each referee must submit a report indicating the eligibility of the research for publication.

4. In case the results of the two referees were different, the research is forwarded to a third referee to
settle the result and consequently his decision is considered definite.

5. The researcher is notified by the result of the editorial board within a period ranging from three to
six months starting from the date of submission. Prior to that, the researcher has to carry out the
modifications in case there are any.

6. The researcher will receive a copy of the journal in which his/her paper was published, as for research-
ers from abroad, a copy of the Journal volume will be sent to the liaison university office in Jordan
and the researcher in this case will pay the shipping cost from Jordan to his/her place of residency.

Six- Scientific Research Ethics:
The researcher must:

1. Commit to high professional and academic standards during the whole process of conducting research
papers, from submitting the research proposal, conducting the research, collecting data, analyzing and
discussing the results, and to eventually publishing the paper. All must be conducted with integrity,
neutralism and without distortion.
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9. The research must include two research abstracts, one in Arabic and another in English of (150-200)
words. The abstract must underline the objectives of the paper, statement of the problem, methodol-
ogy, and the main conclusions. The researcher is also to provide no more than six keywords at the
end of the abstract which enable an easy access in the database.

10. The researcher has to indicate if his research is part of a master thesis or a doctoral dissertation as
he/she should clarify this in the cover page, possibly inserted in the footnote.

11. The research papers submitted to the Deanship of Scientific Research will not be returned to the
researchers whether accepted or declined.

12.In case the research does not comply with the publication guidelines, the deanship will send a de-
clining letter to the researcher.

13. Researchers must commit to pay the expenses of the arbitration process, in case of withdrawal during
the final evaluation process and publication procedures.

14. The researchers will be notified of the results and final decision of the editorial board within a period
ranging from three to six months starting from the date of submitting the research.

Four- Documentation:

1. Footnotes should be written at the end of the paper as follows; if the reference is a book, it is cited
in the following order, name of the author, title of the book or paper, name of the translator if any or
reviser, place of publication, publisher, edition, year of publishing, volume, and page number. If the
reference is a journal, it should be cited as follows, author, paper title, journal title, journal volume,
date of publication and page number.

2. References and resources should be arranged at the end of the paper in accordance to the alphabetical
order starting with the surname of author, followed by the name of the author, title of the book or
paper, place of publishing, edition, year of publication, and volume. The list should not include any
reference which is not mentioned in the body of the paper.

- In case the resource is with no specified edition, the researcher writes ( N.A)

- In case the publishing company is in not available, the researcher writes (N.P)
- In case there is no author, the researcher writes (N.A)

- In case the publishing date is missing , the researcher writes (N.D)

3. In case the researcher decides use APA style for documenting resources in the text, references must
be placed immediately after the quote in the following order, surname of the author, year of publica-
tion, page number.

4. Opaque terms or expressions are to be explained in endnotes. List of endnotes should be placed before
the list of references and resources.
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Third- Publication Guidelines:

The editorial board of the journal stresses the importance of the full compliance with the publication

guidelines, taking into note that research papers that do not meet the guidelines will not be considered,

and they will be returned to the researchers for modification to comply with the publication guidelines.

1.

Papers are accepted in Arabic and English only, and the language used should be well constructed
and sound.

. The researcher must submit his/her research via email (hss@qou.edu) in Microsoft Word format,

taking into consideration the following:

- For papers written in Arabic: Font type should be Simplified Arabic, and the researcher should use
bold font size 16 for head titles, bold font size 14 for subtitles, font size 12 for the rest of the text,
and font size 11 for tables and diagrams.

- For papers written in English: Font type should be Times New Roman, and the researcher should
use bold font size 14 for head titles, bold font size 13 for subtitles, font size 12 for the rest of the
text, and font size 11 for tables and diagrams.

- the text should be single-spaced
- Margins:

For papers written in Arabic and English margins should be set to: 2cm top, 2.5cm bottom, 1.5cm

left and right.

3.

The paper should not exceed 25 (A4) pages or (7000) words including figures and graphics, tables,
endnotes, and references, while annexes are inserted after the list of references, though annexes are
not published but rather inserted only for the purpose of arbitration.

The research has to be characterized by originality, neutrality, and scientific value.

The research should not be published or submitted to be published in other journals, and the re-
searcher has to submit a written acknowledgment that the research has never been published or sent
for publication in other journals during the completion of the arbitration process. In addition, the
main researcher must acknowledge that he/she had read the publication guidelines and he/she is
fully abided by them.

The research should not be a chapter or part of an already published book.

Neither the research nor part of it should be published elsewhere, unless the researcher obtains a
written acknowledgement from the Deanship of Scientific Research.

The Journal preserves the right to request the researcher to omit, delete, or rephrase any part of his/
her paper to suit the publication policy. The Journal has also the right to make any changes on the
form/ design of the research.
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Publication & Documentation Guidelines

First- Requirements of preparing the research:
The research must include the following:

. A cover page which should include the title of the research stated in English and Arabic, including
the name of researcher/researchers, his/her title, and email.

. Two abstracts (English and Arabic) around (150-200 word). The abstract should include no more
than 6 key words.

. Graphs and diagrams should be placed within the text, serially numbered, and their titles, comments
or remarks should be placed underneath.

. Tables should be placed within the text, serially numbered and titles should be written above the
tables, whereas comments or any remarks should be written underneath the tables.

Second- Submission Guidelines:

. The Researcher should submit a letter addressing the Head of Editorial Board in which he/she requests
his paper to be published in the Journal, specifying the specialization of his/her paper.

. The researcher should submit his research via email to the Deanship of Scientific research
(hss@qou.edu) in Microsoft Word Format, taking into Consideration that the page layout
should be two columns.

(Check the attached digital form on the website of The)

. The researcher should submit a written pledge that the paper has not been published nor submitted
for publishing in any other periodical, and that it is not a chapter or a part of a published book.

. The researcher should submit a short Curriculum Vitae (CV) in which she/he includes full name,
workplace, academic rank, specific specialization and contact information (phone and mobile number,
and e-mail address).

. Complete copy of the data collection tools (questionnaire or other) if not included in the paper itself
or the Annexes.

. Noindication shall be given regarding the name or the identity of the researcher in the research paper,
in order to ensure the confidentiality of the arbitration process.
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Vision
Leadership, excellence and creativity in the field of open learning, community service, and scientific

research, besides imbedding its leading role in establishing the Palestinian society based on knowledge
and science.

Mission

Preparing qualified graduates to meet the needs of the community, who have the capabilities to
compete in both local and regional labor markets, and to contribute efficiently and distinctly in scientific
research and capacity-building of technical and human aspects. This will be achieved through providing
educational and training programs in accordance with the best practices of open and blended learning;
as well as, strengthening and enhancing the scientific research environment, within a framework of
community interaction and co-operation and exchange of expertise with the stakeholders, based on the
latest standards of quality and excellence.

Core Values

Leadership and excellence.

Patriotism and nationalism.

Democracy in Education and equal opportunities.
Academic and intellectual freedom.
Commitment to regulations and bylaws.
Partnership with the community

Participative management.

Enforcing the pioneer role of women.

Integrity and Transparency.
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Competitiveness.

The Journal

Journal of Al-Quds Open University for Research & Studies is a scientific refereed Journal, issued
every three months by the Deanship of Scientific Research. The first issue of the Journal was published
in October 2002. The journal publishes original research papers and studies conducted by researchers
and faculty staff at QOU and by their counterparts at local and overseas universities, in accordance
with their academic specializations. The Journal also publishes reviews, scientific reports and translated
research papers, provided that these papers weren’t previously published in any conference book or in
any other journal. The Journal managed to obtain the Arab Impact Factor and the International Standard
Serial Number ISSN (print ISSN: 2616-9835) (electronic ISSN: 2616-9843).
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