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Abstract

This study aims to explore the reflection of blood types on some emotional
personality traits: Depression, death anxiety, extraversion — introversion,
stable — unstable, and optimism — pessimism, To achieve this aim some in-
struments applied at sample consisted of (240) of Al — Quds Open University
( Tulkarm Educational Region). The results showed the following: There
were significant differences between students scores in favor of blood type
(B) students among personality traits: Depression, introversion, unstable, and
pessimism, in favor of students of blood type (A) among personality traits:
extraversion, and pessimism, and in favor of the (AB) blood type students
among personality stable trait. Also the results show that no significant dif-
Jferences between students score in death anxiety among the blood type.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research paper has been to figure out up to what
extent can top management level make use of time management strategies
in their daily work, in (Jenin and Qalgilia) cities of both private and public
organization. How could this level improve the use of their time efficiently
and effectively through the use of certain strategies. For achieving this goal
the researchers has employed the personal interview by visiting some of the
subject firms of the study, in addition to that a questionnaire was constructed
which consist of 67 variables, and was distributed to 71 respondents; 36 of
which from the public sector while the remaining 35 from the private sector.
Findings illustrated the agreement of the respondents for the usage of time
management strategies in its lower extent, while the respondents hesitated
to use both “time +100 percent” and “tough it once” strategies. Wasting
time factors were classified and ranked from most to least, as phone calls,
paper work, lack of clear plans and objectives, the use of pieces of papers
instead of dairy, lack of listing daily duties. Also the study clarified that there
were a significant differences of using the strategy pertain to “create and
develop your important list strategy” according to respondents’ age, nature
of work, specifically for the young leadership employees. Furthermore the
study showed a similar significant differences between “time +100 percent
strategy” according to sex and, moreover significant was registered for ““ keep
your must do list limited strategy” according to both distance of residence
Jrom work place and experience. However the study showed that female like
to double their time while performing their duties , also findings of the study
showed that usage of “keep your must do list limited strategy” differentiated
according to distance of residence from work place which cause the delay
of work performance efficiently and effectively, while for those who are rich
with experience are using a short and limited list of duties.
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Asymp. Sig. | 0.020 | 0.259 | 0.192 | 0.079 | 0.636 | 0.777 | 0.935

(\¥) Jo
ol il 18
avrl avr2 avr3 avr4 avr5 avr6 avr?7
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avrl avr2 avr3 avr4 avr5 avro6 avr?7
Chi-Square 0.577 | 7.109 | 6.219 | 8.170 | 8.537 | 7.306 | 4.362
df 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Asymp. Sig. 0.989 | 0.213 | 0.286 | 0.147 | 0.129 | 0.199 | 0.499
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(V1) do=>
Jaadl 16 (e Sl aas aail B8 g
avrl avr2 avr3 avrd avrb avr6 avr7
Chi-Square 7.579 | 5.690 | 12.219 | 17.280 | 3.972 | 2.385 | 5.863
df 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Asymp. Sig. 0.181 | 0.338 | 0.032 | 0.004 | 0.553 | 0.794 | 0.320
(VV) Jos
Jardl 85 yaaldl juait W83 4
avrl avr2 avr3 avrd avr5 avro avr7/
Chi-Square 6.838 | 3.166 | 9.220 | 11.460 | 2.908 | 3.331 | 6.113
df 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Asymp. Sig. 0.233 | 0.674 | 0.101 | 0.043 | 0.714 | 0.649 | 0.295
(VA) dos
Jordldasds 3Tk g
avrl avr2 avr3 avr4d avrb avr6 avr7
Chi-Square 12.380 | 9.053 | 1.247 | 1.278 | 2.280 | 5.687 | 1.685
df 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Asymp. Sig. 0.002 | 0.011 | 0.536 | 0.528 | 0.320 | 0.058 | 0.431
(V4) Jdos
‘;JL;J|J.AJJ|‘,$5J.:\.&J|J:\$3&G§3
avrl avr2 avr3 avr4 avrb avroé avr/
Chi-Square 4,135 | 4.848 | 10.822 | 6.747 | 3.882 | 9.626 | 6.932
df 5 5 5 5 5 5 5
Asymp. Sig. 0.530 | 0.435 | 0.055 | 0.240 | 0.566 | 0.087 | 0.226
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the influence of demographic characteristics,
the internal and external factors, job satisfaction on organizational loyalty.
The sample of the study consists of (210) employees working at the banks
district in Hebron.

The results of the study were as follow:

1. There is a significant difference in organizational loyalty due to the gender,
age, and educational attainment.

2. There are no significant differences in organizational loyalty due to the
marital status, tenure, and the salary.

3. There is no significant difference for the importance of each of the follow-
ing factors on organizational loyalty :( incentives, work itself, participa-
tion, communication, leadership style, and training) .

4. There is a significant differences for the importance of each of the fol-
lowing factors on organizational loyalty :( job security and stability, un
ambiguity of ( roles, tasks , and goals) and good relationships among
colleagues) .

5. The Majority of the banks employees talk positively about their banks in
order to change the negative view that some people take.
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Whereas, teachers’ practices did not differ significantly with respect to
their gender, general specialization, educational stage they teach in, or
the years of teaching experience.

3- Regarding the second aim of this study, teachers suggested the following
needs: 1) securing enough number of computer apparatus, 2) connect-
ing them with the Internet. 3) conduction enough number of training
programs on how to use computers and the Internet, 4) conduction
enough number of training programs on how to use the latest models of
instructional media, 5) securing a climate of democracy in the school, 6)
hiring the qualified persons, either teachers, principals or supervisors,7)
increasing teachers’ salaries, 8) securing the social securities, 9) building
compounds for teachers at special rate, 10) teaching their children in the
universities with fair tuitions,11) lowering teachers’ load of teaching, 12)
reducing the number of students in classrooms.

These results have accompanied with discussion and recommendations
as it just mentioned in item number (3) above.
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Abstract

This study tried to investigate two aims: 1) to what extent do Palestinian
government teachers in northern disticts practice their role under the Internet
age? and 2) what the things that would help teachers enhance their role and
increase their qualifications form their points of view?

653: (357) male and ( 296) female Palestinian government school teachers
Jfrom the northern districts was taken randomly for the purposes of this study.
Teachers were asked to respond to a questionnaire measured the teacher’s
role in four domains: 1) designing instruction, 2) using technology and in-
structional aids, 3) encouraging students’ interaction, and 4) promoting the
self- regulation of students. They also were asked to write any suggestions
that would help them to enhance their role and increase their qualifications
Jrom their points of view.

Descriptive and analytic statistics have revealed the following results:

1- Palestinian teachers practice their role quite good. The percentage of
their practices was (77%). The highest percentage was in designing in-
struction domain (85.4%), followed by promoting students’ self regulation
(83.6%), and encouraging students’ interaction (77.8%) domains. The
lowest practice was in using technology and instructional aids domain
(66.6%).

2- The post-hoc analysis of variance by using “Scheffe” test showed at (p>
.05) of significant that teachers who hold BA degree practice their role
better than who hold either community college or general secondary
degree. It also showed that teachers who have taken more training pro-
grams either in computer or methods of teaching or instructional aids did
practice their role better than teachers who got less training programs.
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Abstract

This study aimed at analyzing the behavioral objectives in the lesson
plans of student teachers at Al-Qasemi Academy for teacher preparation at
Baga Al-gharbiya city, and determining their distribution on the different
domains and on thinking levels. It also aimed at identifying sorts of com-
mon errors in writing objectives. One hundred and forty seven lesson plans
Jrom 49 teachers of religion of Islam and Arabic, English, mathematics and
computer, and early childhood were chosen at random during May 2005 for
analysis. Reliability of the analysis was determined; it reached (0.75).

Results showed that the means of number of objectives of the les-
son plan were (6.3) for regular students and (4.9) for continuing education
students. Also, the results showed that (74%) of the objectives belonged to
the cognitive domain, (18.4%) belonged to the affective domain, and (7.6%)
belonged to the psychomotor domain. Of the cognitive domain objectives,
(82.6%) sought low thinking, while (17.4%) sought high thinking. Results
also showed that most lesson plans contained one or more of the common
errors in the writing of the objectives. Finally, recommendations were
made.
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Abstract

Astronomy and space sciences are attractive and interesting fields to

the majority of people especially the young students. Astronomy and space
sciences can be mind broadening experience, they can convey scientific
knowledge in a way that can be attractive to basic school level students,
once students have understood the importance of science they might be
more easily pursued to continue their education in technology and science.

In this paper we suggest a curriculum for astronomy and space science for
different levels:

1.

2.

Ages 3-9. At this stage, the curriculum encouraged the teachers to point
out the existence of some astronomical and space science phenomena.
Ages 10-16. Ages six to fifteen are ideal for teaching astronomy and space
sciences because students are interested to learn. The curricula outline
many astronomical and space sciences phenomena.

. Ages 17-18. At this level, students should be able to read a newspaper

article on astronomy and space science and be able to understand its
importance.

. University level (freshman). The curricula offers general course outline

on astronomy and space science, to increase the awareness on scientific
knowledge and to train the future teachers.
Finally we address the role of popularization of science; we find that it

can be a useful tool for non-formal astronomical education.
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Abstract

This research aimed at discovering the effectiveness of multimedia tech-
nology in using computer in education for the graduate students in developing
learners' achievement. The study sample composed of 20 graduate students
registered in the course titled "The Computer Usage In Education" in second
semester 2004-2005. The research hypothesis were accepted which means
that interactive multimedia based on computer has an effect on improving
the students level of achievement, their achievement to the mastery degree
(80%), and an effectiveness in achievement as it is measured with Blake’s
gain ratio (1.2), Mc-Gogian effectiveness ratio (0.6) and achieved a large
size of effect more than (0.14) in achievement, depending on the result of
research it is important to implement instruction technology, specialy mul-
timedia in teaching.
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Abstract

Citizenship in modern societies is based on two basic rules: pluralism
in all its forms and respect for human rights.These two rules constitute a
measure of distinction between one country and another in the degree of
the country’s proximity or remoteness from the achievement of the values
of citizenship and coexistence between the members of society regardless of
their ideological opinions or their ethnic backgrounds.

Thus, this research is trying to solve the contradiction that stem from
these facts. It tries to define its dimensions in order to find answers for the
questions that are raised about it. These questions are related to the funda-
mentals and criteria that Islam has stated to achieve the idea of citizenship
and establish its values in the Islamic society.

To reach this end, the researcher is dealing with religious pluralism in
its religious and historical frames. He presented its best constituents and
components. The research has shown that Islam accepts the phenomenon
of differences between the members of society and cares to implement the
principle of pluralism and draws for it a comprehensive framework that
includes the values of freedom, tolerance, justice , and equality.
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Abstract

This research investigates the responsibility that falls upon children
and mad people as a result of committing a delict or a tort in Islamic Figih.
It opens with a brief chapter devoted to the explanation of what is meant
by a child and a mad person. The remaining chapters cover the following
topics of the research: attitude of Islam towards the lawful responsibility
that falls upon children and mad people, what these people should do when
committing a murder or an injury against another person, what should be
done when a child or a mad person shares the Mukallaf (a legally responsible
person under islamic law) in committing a delict, should one who got mad
after committing a delict be punished and what is the attitude of Islamic
shari’a towards children’s and mad people’s aggression upon others’ property
whether usurping or damaging it.
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and international level, with the ultimate goal of having good and strong
ties and relations with these organizations.

3-New democratic elections have to be conducted to select and renew the
women leadership in order to include young, educated, experienced and
committed leadership.

4-The women’s’ association has to be independent rather than being inter-
dependent on other political parties which usually take decisions while
the women act as tools to implement the politicians Agenda.

5- Adult informal education, through its different tools and techniques
should be promoted to help women to learn how to become self confident,
independent and self-reliant.
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Chapter: 4
Discussion and Conclusion

A- Recommendations for Improving Programming in the Problem
Area.

The AWCSW should develop its methodology for empowering women’s
participation in sustainable development through enhancing the AWCSW and
other organizations programs to involve the maximum number of Palestinian
women to bring about changes in the Palestinian socio-economic situation in
Palestine. This wild wide of active participation could be achieved through
Jfollowing and implementing some of the methods and tools suggested in
chapter 3,page 19 which can be summarized as follows:

1- Conducting Awareness Campaigns on the Role of Women in Develop-
ment.

2- Conducting Conference and Seminars on the Importance of Religious
and Cultural Diversity.

3- Promotion of Rural Infrastructure Development

4- Establishment of Income-generating Programs of Rural Women.

5- Establishment of Micro-credit Scheme for Rural Women.

6- Networking and Advocacy Training:

In the light of this, I would like to suggest the following:

1- A comprehensive need assessment must be done for the AWCSW at the
organizational level and the branch level in the 12 districts in order to:
* determine the root causes of the inactive participation.
* determine the strengths and weaknesses of the women’s associa-
tion.
2-Tour studies are necessary for the association women leaders to exchange
their experiences with other successful women organizations at the local
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be considered as the most powerful strengths of the women association, get
still according to results of the need assessment done for AWCSW (2000)by
the Welfare association in cooperation with the Near East Foundation, the
report stated that the AWCSW is suffering from some weaknesses which need
special interventions to strengthen the women association. These weaknesses
can be summarized as follows:

* Lack of financial resources.

* Lack of managerial, monitoring, planning and evaluation skills.
* Poor networking and communications with donor agencies.

* Lack of technical skills.

The report suggested the following intervention and measures to help
the association in solving its problems and strengthen its weakness points
through:

1- Providing the women association with Technical Assistances.

2- Human capacity building (Training the AWCSW Staff).

3- Institutional building (Building the AWCSW).

4- Supplying the women association with computers, internet lines and im-
proving its infrastructure in general.
(Welfare association and Near East Foundation’s report,2000)
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Jfrom traveling alone outside their village to attend school.

2- Established small sewing factories in the Balata refugee camp near Nab-
lus, in the West Bank village of Kufr Na’maeh and in Jerico. The Balata
Jactory, which makes Children’s clothes and adult underwear, has become
so successful that it is now self -supporting.

3- Founded 128 kindergartens in the rural areas, which currently serve over
5,000 children. The kindergarten targeted lower income families who
cannot afford private pre-school classes for their children.

4- Worked with other women to draft laws on women’s issues such as mar-
riage, divorce and inheritance for the Palestinian Authority.

5- Provided leadership training courses to women in villages and refugee
camps to help them make independent decisions, both in politics and in
their personal lives.

6- Opened a counseling center in Jenin, which provides legal advice to
women on marriage and divorce issues, seminars on health issues, and
assistance in raising handicapped children.

7- The establishment of Income-generating Programs of Rural Women:

Income generating programs for rural women should be established in
order to enable the women members of the AWCSW to participate in the
economic activities of their association. The Near East F oundation used this
approach through creating income-generating activities (Green Houses) in
two different geographical rural areas (Bathan and Al-Shuhada villages in
the northern part of Palestine) in Palestine in 2000. These two Green House
projects created ten jobs. The women received salaries on a monthly basis and
shared 25% of the total net profits. The women’s organization also indirectly
created 88 jobs in the first year. This and other types of income generating
programs encourage women of the AWCSW to participate effectively in the
economic activities of the association.Simialr projects should be established
by the women in rural areas.

C- Evaluation:
In spit of the AWCSW'’s success in implementing many of its activities and
the achievements of many of its objectives during the last 20 years, which can
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2- Technical Assistant and Capacity Building:

The main activities include:

e Training program.

*  On-the-job training (know-how).

These two activities support women technically in the above-mentioned
income generating activities. The aim is to enhance women's skills in agri-
culture, in general, and fish farming, in particular. The capacity-building
program had also been carried out to build the capacity of different Palestin-
ian governmental organizations and NGOs, due to the lack of skilled people
to manage the new Palestinian civil institutions. Technical assistance also
includes programs such as:

*  Housing.

e Child to child.

e Cans for kids.

e Artfor kids.

* Need assessment methods.

e Fish farming programs.

*  Social appraisal.

(NEF Annual report, June, 1999).

2- The role of Women Association for Social Work (WASW).

A- Programs and Activities:

The Association’s programs include 128 kindergartens, three nurseries,
sewing training centers, home embroidery projects, children’s libraries,
co-educational summer camps, leadership training especially for rural
women, activities and exhibitions and bazaars that sell traditional Palestin-
ian products.

(Welfare Association and NEF report-need assessment for AWCSW,
2000).

B- Achievements:
AWCSW has accomplished among other things the following:

1- Organized literacy classes in villages for older women who have never
attended school, and for younger women whose parents prevented them
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women’s empowerment, one of these NGOs was the Near East Foundation
which specialized in developmental issues which we can summarize its role
as shown below.

The role of Near East Foundation (NEF)

NEF has sponsored innovative self-help initiatives, equipping individu-
als and community groups with information, training opportunities, new
skills and technological assistance that enable people to improve their lives,
increase their incomes, assist others, and more confidently claim a greater
say in the running of their own affairs. NEF has continued to respond to
changing human needs and aspirations. NEF works to foster dialogue be-
tween local communities, government agencies, and research and education
institutions. NEF works in strengthening community development associa-
tions to provide training to its members in management and development
skills in order to increase their effectiveness. More than anything else, NEF
works for women’s empowerment. The organization enables women to earn
a living for themselves and their children. NEF programs in Palestine can
be summarized as follows:

1- Women Empowerment Programs:

NEF had implemented many activities concerning women’s empowerment
in Palestine and continues to work with different women’s associations, such
as, the Association of Women Committees for Social Work (AWCSW) and
the Union of Women for Action in the following:

Income Generating Activities:

These include:

*  Green houses in the West Bank.

»  Fish farming in Jericho and Gaza Strip.

Women are the main target groups for these projects. These projects have
been established to create jobs for women and generate income for these
women's associations in order to improve their financial positions and em-
power them to be independent.
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6- Examples of Participatory Adult Education Methods:

There are many adult education methods, which can be used by the
women’s association to enhance active participation. The association can
easily implement these methods since they are simple, easy to practice and
very effective. Among these different methods are the following:

* Role Play:

Moreno, the designer of psychosomatic ways, maintains that “the self
emerges from the role” and that we are all players, and may play one role
or another (cited in Vella, 1979, p.10)

e The Use of Games:

The women should create learning games for their own community; those
games could be played by individuals or by a group of women in a competitive
way such as designing plans, sewing, producing and marketing products of
their own. This type of games will help women to understand some of the
development process through learning by action.

* The Use of Folk Materials, such as songs, dances, poems, proverbs, drama,
and stories...efc.

These different methods (1 and 2 above) could be applied in our Pales-
tinian society at different community levels, because they are easy to imple-
ment. In fact, some of them are already being used at the public level. The
third method mentioned above is very popular. The use of drama might not
be possible in all communities in Palestine, especially in the rural areas,
where there is a lack of theaters and trained pupils. Venues through which
the traditional values can be expressed are lacking due to the absence of
security and mobility, caused by Israeli military closures.

v- Possibilities of Empowering Palestinian Women:

1- The role of NGOs in empowering women:

Previous experience showed that, local and international NGOs in Pal-
estine have played and still are playing a very important role in Palestinian
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negative attitudes and stereotypes about the less-fortunate women. Training
will help them to identify policy makers and other stakeholders that make
decisions affecting their lives. (www.awcsw.com, 2001, p.4)
To achieve this, it is important to:
* assist women in starting their own small businesses,
* train women in new skills such as administration, clothing design and
physical therapy;
* encourage more women to become involved in political parties and to
express their political views more openly.
As we enter a new stage in our national history, the Social Work Asso-
ciation intends to be a major agent in changing and advancing the role of
women in Palestinian society.

In the light of this, I would like to suggest the following:

1- A need assessment must be done for the AWCSW at the organizational

level and the branch level in the 12 districts in order to:
* determine the root causes of the inactive participation
* determine the strengths and weaknesses of the women’s’ association

2- Tour studies are necessary for the association women leaders to exchange
their experiences with other successful women organizations at the local
and international level, with the ultimate goal of having good and strong
ties and relations with these organizations.

3- New democratic elections have to be conducted to select and renew the
women leadership in order to include young, educated, experienced and
committed leadership.

4- The women’s’ association has to be independent rather than being inter-
dependent on other political parties which usually take decisions while
the women act as tools to implement the politicians agenda.

5- Adult informal education, through its different tools and techniques
should be promoted so as to help women to learn how to become self
confident, independent and self-reliant.
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They hardly recognize how this will have a positive effect on their livelihood
and their general status. These Awareness Campaigns will enable the women
to discover their potential and become more aware of their rights and duties
as citizens. Such awareness will enable them to elect trustworthy women
leaders for their associations.

2- Religio - Cultural Diversity:
Conferences and Seminars should be held by the AWCSW to raise the

awareness of women about the importance of Religious and Cultural Diver-
sity. These conferences and seminars should enable the women to develop
critical thinking and tolerance of multicultural and religious discussion.

3- Promotion of Rural Infrastructure Development

The deteriorating rural infrastructure is an obstacle to women’s active
participation and development. There is need to promote rural infrastructure
development. This will give an opportunity for women to study in schools,
travel and attend workshops, and seminars, which will increase their interest
to participate and contribute to their own economic development.

4- Establishment of Micro-credit Scheme for Rural Women:

It is necessary that AWCSW establish its own Micro-credit Scheme for
its rural women in order to enhance their socio-economic advancement.
This involves financially supporting them through the establishment of
micro-credits and grants for marginalized women. They must be given the
opportunity to acquire loans for their businesses at a lower rate of interest
with a long repayment period ranging between 5-7 years. These loans will
allow them to implement their own projects, which in turn will involve them
in participating in different socio-economic activities undertaken by their
association.

5- Networking and Advocacy Training:

Networking and Advocacy Training is another approach that would en-
courage women to learn how to network and lobby for their own needs and
interests. Strengthening the relationship between the AWCSW members on
the one hand and the community members on the other hand, will change the
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women of AWCSW live. The rural areas have very poorly developed infra-
structures. There are very few educational and health institutions in these
areas. Safe drinking water and electricity are also non-existent in most rural
areas. Transportation in the rural areas is also a problem. These inhuman
conditions are daily nightmares for the women; part of the problem is the
lack of transportation while the other part is because of Israeli restrictions
on movement.

This situation has adversely affected the participation of the AWCSW
women in their own development. Their self-esteem, confidence and sense
of community belonging have been greatly eroded by these deplorable rural
conditions. In fact Hope, Timmel and Hodzi (1984, p. 3) argue, “[this urban-
based development approach]...sets up a process which leads inevitably to
the rich getting richer and the poor, poorer.”

2- Israeli Occupation of Palestinian Land:
Closures and security measures taken by the Israeli occupation authorities

include the siege of towns, villages, and borders, between the two neighboring
countries. This hinders women’s’ mobility and access to travel between or
among different towns and villages to participate in the economic develop-
ment processes, education and training. I argue that it would be unrealistic
to expect these women to actively participate in their own development in
the midst of such structural violence.

These are some of the factors that are related to illiteracy and the
misunderstanding of cultural and religious values, which in turn prevent
women from participating in their associations’ development activities.

VI - Methods and tools for empowering women:

1- Awareness Campaigns :
AWCSW should involve its women members in its program activities by

organizing Awareness Campaigns on the Role of Women in Development. The
importance of these campaigns goes back to the fact that the association’s
women in general do not realize the importance of their role in development.
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martyred - supporting their families through working in their agricultural
fields on a daily basis. This means that they cannot leave their work simply
to participate in their association’s development programs.

3- High Level of Illiteracy:

The high level of illiteracy among Palestinian women in general and the
members of the AWCSW in particular — since the AWCSW is supporting and
involving in its activities the most unprivileged and poor Palestinian women
- hinders their participation in most of the association’s economic activities.
Since their illiteracy affects their social positions and status in the society,
they do not feel competent enough to make meaningful contributions in major
discussions regarding their organization. Their self-esteem is quite low.

4- Patriarchal System:
Like other women’s associations and organizations in Palestine, the indi-

rect control of the Association of Women for Social Work by other male- domi-
nated political parties in the country had made the women to be dependent
on men. This has limited their right to make their own decisions. This has
affected the women’s level of confidence in their association, resulting in
limited participation in their association’s economic activities.

B- The External Factors:

In addition to the internal factors that hinder women’s participation in
development activities, there are two external factors that have an impact
on women’s participation. The following is the brief discussion of these two
factors.

1- Urban-biased Development Approaches :

It is important to note that Palestine receives the bulk of its funds for
socio-economic and political development from international donor agen-
cies and neighboring Arab countries, About 90 per cent of the total funds
received from these bodies are provided with strings attached. In other words,
this external financial assistance comes with many conditions. Most of the
donor agencies/countries favor an urban-centered development approach.
This has resulted in a general neglect of the rural areas, where most of the
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co-educational summer camps, leadership training especially for rural
women, activities and exhibitions and bazaars that sell traditional Palestin-
ian products.

(www.awcsw.com, 2001, p.2)

ITI- Factors limiting women participation in development:

This section will deal with the factors that hinder the active participation
of women members of AWCSW in their association development activities.
There are both internal and external factors. I shall start reviewing the
internal factors.

A- Internal Factors:
Internal factors are composed of four socio-cultural types. The following
is a brief review of these factors.

1-_Cultural and Religious Values :

Due to hegemonic and conservative social norms that exist in Palestinian
rural areas, a section of women are not free to travel by themselves from
village to city. However, it must be indicated that only uneducated women
cannot freely travel, while educated rural females can travel to city, provided
they return home before darkness.

Women have no access to mobility. They are not allowed to travel alone
and participate in public meetings due to the low level of education espe-
cially of the women in the rural areas. Generally, people misunderstood the
cultural and religious values regarding women’s status and their rights to
participate in economic development.

2- Poverty:
Poverty is the main hindering factor for women’s participation in economic

development activities. Women members of the AWCSW, especially those in
the rural areas, are generally poor. Therefore, they do not participate in any
of the AWCS economic activities, since they do not have the financial power
to cover the travel expenses. Moreover, most of these women are acting as
heads of households — since most of them lost their main family’s households
(husbands, sons or brothers) who were detained or injured / disabled or
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I1- AWCSW’S Background:
A- AWCSW’S Mission:

It works towards improving women’s economic, social and cultural po-
sitions and defending women’s basic right to work, to education and self-
development. The Association publishes a newsletter in Arabic and English
and magazine called AL FALASTINIA, as well as books and booklets about
women prisoners and issues such as early marriage, divorce and health is-
sues. (www.awcsw.com, 2001, p.1)

The AWCSW’S mission mentioned above could be obtained successfully
only through achieving the main objectives of the association (AWCSW) as
shown below.

B - Objectives:

The objectives of the Association are:

* To raise the status of the women in Palestinian society by demanding
equal opportunities in education and work.

» To strengthen women's self-respect and self -confidence.

» Toimprove women's educational level and their professional and admin-
istrative skills.

o To provide education services to low -income women, pre-school children
and the handicapped, especially in villages and refugee camps.

o To strengthen the Association's relationships with other sectors of Pales-
tinian society, especially with residents of villages and refugee camps.

o To work with other women to draft laws for the new Palestinian Authority
that will ensure equality for women in the family, the work place, and the
future Palestinian Government.

e To promote the implementation of democratic principles in elections,
national institutions, the media and educational system.

» To build a bridge of understanding and co-operation with solidarity or-
ganizations and women unions (World Women Association) abroad.
(www.awcsw.com, 2001, p.2)

C- Programs and Activities:
The Association’s programs include 128 kindergartens, three nurseries,

sewing training centers, home embroidery projects, children’s libraries,
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Chapter: 3
Palestinian Women’s Movement

(Their status and role in development Process).
The Association of Women Committees for Social Work (AWCSW).

I- Introduction:

The Women’s movement in Palestine began in the early years of the twenti-
eth century when social and charitable organizations with mainly humanitar-
ian objectives were established. These charitable societies contributed greatly
in promoting women’s consciousness in the educational, social, economic,
and political spheres. Women’s activities in Palestine, however, have been
isolated from national issues (www.GUPW.NET).

The Association of Women for Social Work (AWCSW) is a member of
General Union of Palestinian Women (GUPW) was established in 1965 as a
body within the Palestinian Liberation Organization and it is considered to
be the official representative body for Palestinian women around the world.
It is also the umbrella for all women’s organizations in Palestine and in exile.
The main goal of GUPW, since its establishment, has been to mobilize women
within Palestinian communities to participate in various social, economic
and political Processes, which contribute to their development (www.awcsw.
org, 2001).

But in the 1980s, Women became more involved with political and national
issues through various women Committees. The committees aimed to reach
women from all social classes and mobilize them to struggle against class,
gender and national oppression. The Association of Women’s Committees for
Social Work is a mass-based, grass-roots organization founded in June 1981.
The highest organ of the Association is the Executive Committee, which con-
sists of 21 members representing different areas of the occupied territories. The
headquarters are located in Ramallha.The Association has over 250 branch
committees located in cities, villages and refugee camps throughout the West
Bank and Gaza Strip. Over 10,000 women have participated in its activities
over the last two decades. (www.awcsw.com, 2001, p.1)
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of foreigners to replace Palestinians, has resulted in individual hardship
and considerable collective loss. The situation has been worsened by the
sudden decline in income from the Arab oil states. Palestinians in the Arab
oil states lost their jobs and were often expelled in retaliation for Arafat’s
support of Saddam Hussein during the Gulf War. Direct financial aid from
the oil states to the Palestinians has also fallen for the same reasons. All of
these factors have given rise to a dangerous level of unemployment, which
must be addressed and solved.

In the light of the above, it is clear that the Palestinian economy is op-
erating substantially below its potential. This situation is due mainly to the
following factors:

* The legacy of an inhospitable environment featuring a poor infrastructure,
weak public services and obsolete legal and institutional frameworks.
* An economic orientation of asymmetric market relations with one partner-

Israel - heavy dependence on the export of labor services, and vulnerability

to external shocks and political instability.

Estimates of GNP per capita in the Palestinian economy place it within
the group of lower middle-income countries. For instance, estimates of Gross
National Product (GNP) per capita range from $1,323 to $1,696 for 1993,
while the average for lower middle-income countries for the same year was
$1,590. It amounts only to 12 per cent of Israeli per capita GNP. The per
capita measures are converted from local currencies to the dollar by using
the nominal exchange rate, and thus ignore differences in domestic price
levels between countries. Allowing for these differences is likely to make the
Palestinian per capita GNP close to that of Egypt and Jordan and probably
to 30 per cent of that of Israel

(United Nations, 1998).
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Gaza Strip population). Since 1967, and especially since the late 1970s, Israel
has pursued a policy of building settlements in the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
mainly on expropriated public and private Palestinian land. According to
Palestinian estimates in 1994, the number of these settlements had reached
194, most of which are in the West Bank, including 28 settlements constructed
since 1967 within the expanded Jerusalem municipal boundaries. There are
18 Israeli settlements in the Gaza Strip. The total population of the Israeli
settlements in both regions is estimated to have reached around 150,000 by
1995, excluding settlements in the east Jerusalem area. These settlements
have led to intensive and disproportionate use of scarce natural resources.
For instance, the population of the Israeli settlements in the Gaza Strip is
5,000, equivalent to less than half of one per cent of the area’s Palestinian
population, yet, they use 25 per cent of the Strip’s land area. In the West
Bank, Israeli settlements account for one third of the total water consump-
tion, although their population is equivalent to fewer than 9 per cent of the
Palestinian population. In addition, Israeli settlements “have broken up areas
of contiguous Arab settlements and bifurcated private farmers’ agricultural
land with roads and other infrastructures” (United Nations, 1998, p.4).

3- Economy:
Following the Israeli occupation in 1967, the West Bank economy has

been utterly disrupted. From its traditional agricultural base, the area has
become more and more reliant on jobs in Israel. Palestinians have gone into
Israel for both skilled and unskilled work, particularly in the construction
industry. Palestinians have also been employed in the Arab oil states and
income from these sources accounts for a healthy infusion of foreign cur-
rency into the West Bank and other areas. When the intifada (the political
apprising of the Palestinian people against the Israeli occupation began in
1987, access to jobs in Israel became less and less certain because of strikes
called by the Palestinian leaders, and because of the curfews imposed by
Israel.

In need of income, and available time, Palestinian workers returned to
agriculture, often rehabilitating and enlarging their farmlands. The end of
easy access to employment in Israel for Palestinians, and Israeli employment
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The combined area of the West Bank and Gaza Strip (6,165 sq. km) con-
stitutes 23 percent of the area of pre-1948 British Mandate Palestine, and is
approximately one-third of the area of the state of Israel. The West Bank is
5,800 sq. km in area, 130 km long and ranges between 40 to 65 km in width.
It lies between Israel to the West and Jordan to the East. The Gaza Strip is
365-sq km in area, 45 km long and between 5 to 12 km wide. It borders Israel
to the North and East, the Egyptian Sinai Peninsula to the South, and the
Mediterranean Sea to the West. The Gaza Strip is mainly coastal plain and
sand dunes, while the West Bank is more diverse, featuring four topographic
zones. The Jordan Valley, along the Jordan River, is a fertile plain of around
400 sq. km, while the eastern slopes are a rocky, semi-arid area of 1,500 sq.
km, leading down to the Dead Sea. The Central Highlands constitute the
largest zone, 3,500 sq. km, rising 1,000 meters above sea level in places. The
Semi-Coastal zone consists of 400 sq. km in the West and Northwest. The
West Bank is divided into three main districts with eight sub-districts, each of
which is named after one of the main cities. The northern region comprises
the sub-districts of Jenin, Tulkarem, and Nablus, while the central region
includes Jerusalem, Jericho, Ramallah and Bethlehem; and Hebron consti-
tutes the southern region (Palestinian Bureau of Statistics, 1997).

According to a demographic survey conducted by the Palestinian Cen-
tral Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) prior to the recent census, the population
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip is estimated to have reached 2.75 million
in 1997 (1.70 million in the West Bank and 1.05 million in the Gaza Strip).
The population density differs markedly between the two areas. In the West
Bank the population density is 284 persons per square km, whereas in the
Gaza Strip, the comparable figure is 2,888. In Gaza City, the population
density is 14,000

persons per sq. km, which is one of the highest population densities in the
world. According to PCBS projections, the population is expected to exceed
3 million by the turn of the century, reflecting an annual population growth
rate of 5.4 per cent. This unusual high rate combines both natural increase
(3.4 per cent per annum in the West Bank and 4.6 per cent in the Gaza Strip)
and Palestinian returnees from the diaspora since 1994. Almost 40 per cent
of the resident populations are registered as refugees from the wars of 1948
and 1967 (28 per cent of the West Bank population and 64 per cent of the
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Chapter: 2
Brief Background of the Country

A- Introduction:

This brief study has grown out of my last ten years of work experience in
Palestine where I worked with women’s associations such as, The Women
Association Committees for Social Work and The Union of Women Federa-
tion, through their leaders and members in different areas of the country.
After attending a course about Participatory Adult Education at the Coady
International Institute, I have found that it is worthwhile to deepen my un-
derstanding of leadership problems in Palestine and to examine the ways
of enhancing the empowerment of female leaders. This study addresses this
need. It explores women- leadership problems in Palestine and the need to
empower female leaders.

B- The Socio-Economic and Political Conditions:
1- Historical Background:

The term Qadiyat Falasteen (Palestinian cause) designated a political is-
sue, which first emergedin the early 1920s as a result of the interplay between
three factors. The first of these was the British occupation of Palestine and
the imposition of the British mandate, resulting in the creation of a distinct
geo-political entity, separated from the rest of Greater Syria and defined
as “Mandated Palestine”. The second was the birth of political Zionism,
which secured a British promise to facilitate Zionist effort aimed at creating
a “Jewish National homeland in Palestine.” Finally, there was the nascent
Palestinian Arab resistant movement against both the British occupation
and the Zionist enterprise. The Palestinian cause was largely influenced
by eye-witness reports and was governed by an idealism that held that the
“Nakba / catastrophe” of 1948, in the words of one witness “infected such a
painful wound in the heart of every Arab political leader and people (www.
Alahram.com, Alahram Newspaper, 1998).

2. Geography and Population:
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* maintain the social system and reproduce existing social relations.
* transmit knowledge.
* encourage individual advancement and selection.
* provide for leisure time pursuit and institutional expansion.
Aid in future development and liberation.

b- What is Empowerment?
According to Hope, Timmel and Hodzi (1999, p.105): Empowerment is a

process of enabling women to participate actively in identifying and analyz-
ing critically the causes of their problem and uniting with them in finding
solutions. Women themselves will be transformed, grow more confident, more
creative as they participate in transforming the structure.

c- What is Popular Education?
For the purpose of this study, Popular education is a non-formal adult

education process. “It is a social activity which takes place within specific
social, political and economic relations and links with community develop-
ment questions, democratically and internationally” (Spencer, 1998: p.16).

d- What is Development?
According to Canada Council for Economic Development, development

is ...”a complex process, involving the social, economic, political and cul-
tural betterment of individuals and of society itself. Betterment in the sense
means the ability of the society to meet the physical, emotional and creative
need of the population at a historically acceptable level and to free human
labor time from an incessant treadmill of basic needs production. It thus
involves increasing standards of living, but not conspicuous consumption,
and it implies a form of society that allows for an equal distribution of social
wealth...”

Canada Council for Economic Development (1991, p. 20):

I argue that any development initiative must be sustainable. In this context,
“sustainable development means, the development, which ensures that, it
meets the needs of the present generation without compromising the ability
of future generations to meet their needs” (Redclift:, 1987: p. 10).
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primary source of data for this study includes my experience working with
women’s associations in Palestine over the last 10 years. Secondary sources
Jor this study include references such as manuals, books, journals, and
research conducted concerning the importance of adult education in social
change and women’s empowerment.

6- Definition of Concepts:

a- The Meaning of Adult Education:

According to UNESCO (cited in Tray, 2001, p.26) Literacy and Adult Edu-
cation are a means for people to overcome poverty and exclusion, establish
and reinforce democracy, achieve justice and comprehensive peace, enhance
economic and social well-being and improve their health and ensure their
Jood security. Adult education helps to prevent and eliminate gender and
racial disparity, and other social problems such as violence against women,
drug addiction, environmental destruction, and HIV/AIDS.

Adult education has to be implemented in participatory methods, based
on the following principles (Www.hochawai.edulintranet):

* Adults have established values, beliefs and opinions.

* Adult are people whose style and pace of learning have probably
changed.

* Adults relate new knowledge and information to previously learned in-

Jormation and experiences.

* Adults are people with bodies influenced by others.

* Adults have pride.

* Adults have a deep need to be directed.

* Individual differences among people increase with age.

* Adults tend to have a problem-centered orientation to learning.

Therefore, Participatory Adult Education is a social activity, which takes
place within specific social, political and economical relations and links with
community development questions, domestically and internationally. Adult
Education is the struggle to create a new understanding and actions based
on dialogue between the different people in society.

The aim of Adult Education is to (Spencer, 1998, p.16):
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murders in the Gaza strip and West Bank were "honor killings.” Today,
many women's organizations actively campaign for the victims and provide
emergency assistance, including counseling. There is also a lack of financial
resources, low participation of women in decision-making, and a high rate
of illiteracy among women in rural areas, among other things. However,
the main obstacle for the advancement of women and of Palestinian society
as a whole is the Israeli occupation, which has prevented development in
every respect, especially in terms of the economy. Conditions of Palestinian
women are highly affected by the political situation and the insecurity and
instability that have characterized Palestinian society for more than four
decades. Consequently, the advancement of women in Palestine is partly
dependent on the success of the peace process.

3- Significance of the Study:

The significance of this study is manifold. It will serve as a resource mate-
rial for local organizations. It will also identify methods of adult education
that these organizations could use to empower women and enhance their
role as agents of social change. The study will also contribute to a better
understanding of the problem being investigated. It will educate and inform
women in my community and others so they are able to help themselves and
others to become involved.

4- Key Research Questions:

e What are the main internal and external factors limiting the active par-
ticipation of the AWCSW in their association’s development activities?

*  What participatory adult education methods can AWCSW use to enhance
the active participation of their members in the association’s activities?

* What role can “Non-Government Organizations” play to encourage
AWCSW women to participate in their own development?

5- Methodology:
The methodology that was used in this research is that of a case study
research.Moreover, this research was also qualitative and descriptive. The
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cupation. In fact, women ran many households because male family members
had been arrested, deported, injured, or killed. Palestinians lived under an
Israeli military control that included curfews, the deportation of political
activists, arrests, school closures, and a general disruption of daily life (The
Palestinian Women General Union, 1998, Acc.date:2001).

In 1992, when several technical committees were formed for the Israeli-
Palestinian peace negotiations, the Women’s Affairs Technical Committee
(WATC) was established in order to address the issues that affected women
in the occupied territories of Palestine. WATC represented women from the
six major political parties and pressured the Palestinian National Authority
to eliminate any form of discrimination and violence against women In its
Website (www.awcsw.com, 2001), the Women’s Affairs Technical Committee
says that it will attempt to achieve its goals through the following means:

* Empowering the women's committees and institutions;

* Lobbying for more decision-making posts for women within the Palestin-
ian National Authority (PNA);

»  Working for more female representation in the municipal and legislative
elections;

* Networking between women's institutions;

* Informing women about challenges and developments;

* Developing the administrative and organizational skills of women and
their institutions;

* Ensuring the drawing up of gender-sensitive policies and legislation in
the various spheres;

* Developing the assertiveness of women.

New legislation has been introduced, including a woman's right to
give her nationality to her children, to keep her own name, and to obtain
a passport without the permission of a male relative. The highest deci-
sion-making remains male-dominated, but some Palestinian women have
entered the public arena. F or example, Mrs.Hanan Ashrawi is a Palestinian
activist and Legislative Council member. Also, during the 1998 Palestin-
ian Council election, twenty-eight candidates were women (only five were
elected). Women's organizations have been somewhat successful, but some
difficulties peculiar to Palestinian social conditions remain, such as "honor
killing." UNICEF estimated that during 1999 more than two-thirds of all
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Chapter: 1
Problem Statement

1- Introduction:

The purpose of this study is to examine the internal and external factors
hindering the active participation of the women of the Association of Women
Committees for Social Work (AWCSW) in some aspects of their programs,
with a view to identifying Participatory Adult Education approaches that
could enhance their participation. This Chapter describes the nature of the
problem and the key research questions. The main concepts used in this
study are also defined in this chapter.

2- Nature of Problem to be Addressed:

Women make up 49% of the approximately 3.2 million inhabitants of the
Palestinian territory, an area composed of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
Half are under the age of fifteen, which is the legal age of marriage for girls.
The adult literacy rate for women is 77%. Although participation of women
in the labor force has risen with increased education, women still make up
only 14.9% of the salaried labor force. Most of the women work as teachers,
nurses, in the textile industry, and in commerce. The informal employment
of women in agriculture is very common (The Palestinian Women General
Union, 1998 Acc.date:2001).

Unlike other Arab countries in the region where the campaign for women’s
rights did not take off until after the Second World War, Palestine has had
active women’s movement since the early 1920s. However, the women’s
movement did not flourish until the Israeli occupation of the West Bank and
Gaza during the 1967 war. Its main purpose was to mobilize the Palestinians
against occupation, and not to address social issues.

During the late 1970s, several political parties had women’s committees in
which college students and others such as political activities raised concerns
about the difficult situation of Palestinian women under Israeli occupation.
Women were very active in the Intifada (The Palestinian political appraisal)
and the Palestinian uprising in 1987, which demanded an end to Israeli oc-

32



Al-Quds University Journal for Research and Studies - No.11 - October 2007

oaile

IS LI G g5 Ao U 5 B ol gall o g Bl o s S g1 0]
Jorld oda a1 8T LN O 5T ol U dsluned) decd) ddas 33T 0 dalay 2ol
Lsysjd,egﬁ\&w\y;sf;;ujmmog.uqu%;gw?m
Lhee 3 Aozl 3 Lall e eloza V1 faall dzdan s 1ol 1 Ll
o5 588, st Gl s G b e Gl 5 el el el

ST S e )L 555 0T L
e sl skl ISCal Liags oo 3 Lol OF Lgd S dl ydl 0ldn O]
g sis ALl L 505 G b e B Udelis 5 Lodanddll 5T L)

Lol L 5ol ol |y U Lz il ol o) disLall Zeas V1 5B L oo

stz o L gllodin (S8 G A HLALL il 1 0 e Gy Lgb s I

oo Al ods ealis L s ¢ ol V1 il 658 La el a oo 36140 &y
igalasV s delezr V1 il g el ks b

31



FACTORS HINDERING WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN SUSTIANABLE DEVELOPMENT:
CASE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL WORK IN PALESTINE Basem Qashou

Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to examine the internal and external
factors hindering the active participation of women in sustainable develop-
ment in general and the case of the Association of Women for Social Work
(AWCSW) in Palestine in particular, with a view to identifying Participatory
Adult Education approaches that could enhance their participation..

The study could help us to deepen our understanding of leadership prob-
lems in Palestine and to examine the ways of enhancing the empowerment
of female leaders.

The significance of this study is manifold. It will serve as a resource mate-
rial for local organizations. It will also identify methods of adult education
that these organizations could use to empower women and enhance their
role as agents of social change. This study might be informative and initiate
some ideas that might educate women in socio-economic development.
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And all should cry, Beware! Beware!
His flashing eyes, his floating hair!
Weave a circle round him thrice,
And close your eyes with holy dread,
For he on honey-dew hath fed,

And drunk the milk of Paradise.
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Appendix I
Kubla Khan

So twice five miles of fertile ground

With walls and towers were girdled round:

And here were gardens bright with sinuous rills
Where blossomed many an incense-bearing tree;
And here were forests ancient as the hills,
Enfolding sunny spots of greenery.

But oh! that deep romantic chasm which slanted
Down the green hill athwart a cedarn cover!

A savage place! as holy and enchanted

As e’er beneath a waning moon was haunted

By woman wailing for her demon-lover!

And from this chasm, with ceaseless turmoil seething,
As if this earth in fast thick pants were breathing,
A mighty fountain momently was forced;

Amid whose swift half-intermitted burst

Huge fragments vaulted like rebounding hail,
Or chaffy grain beneath the thresher’s flail:
And ‘mid these dancing rocks at once and ever
It flung up momently the sacred river.

Five miles meandering with a mazy motion
Through wood and dale the sacred river ran,
Then reached the caverns measureless to man,
And sank in tumult to a lifeless ocean:

And ‘mid this tumult Kubla heard from far
Ancestral voices prophesying war!

The shadow of the dome of pleasure

To such a deep delight ‘t would win me
That with music loud and long,

I would build that dome in air,

That sunny dome! those caves of ice!
And all who heard should see them there,
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and little reformulation.

There are three appendices after the reference section: in the first,
Coleridge’s poem appears; in the second, I write my own translation of
the poem using the traditional Arabic form; and the last one is my transla-
tion of the same poem using Arabic free verse form. In my translation of
“Kubla Khan”, I use the run on lines of Al-Mutaqarab.)as\\ .~ (one of
the traditional Arabic metered forms of poetry) to capture the sound and
spirit of Coleridge’s poem with its flowing Alf River and the quick pants of
the fountain. From these two examples, the reader can decide whether my
translation is successful by measuring it against the original. The reader can
also decide which form better captures the essence of the poem.
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this unique task. In such a state, he melts himself with the poet’s vision and
imagination embodied in the source poem, assimilates the spirit of the poem
and then manipulates his own vision and imagination. The mystical bond that
exists between the poet-translator and the poet of the source poem enables the
Jormer to uncover the mystery that lies at the heart of the translated poem.
Thus, the poet-translator is the only translator who is able to live the poet’s
spiritual life of the source poem when translating, but the new, translated
poem is not “finished’ in the same way as” the source poem (Westerberg
1996) because it is inevitably colored by the poet-translator’s self as an art-
ist. Thus, creativity in translating poetry is inevitable, and the production is
never an exact copy of the original. Kevin O’Rourke (1998, 196) expresses
this idea when he writes: “The experience of translating poetry texts leads
eventually...to the view that translation is creative after all and not just a
mechanical procedure...”, and that is why the translated text appears to be
full of life and not just a lifeless reconstruction in the target language.

The Importance of Readers
and My Way of Translating Poetry

The poet-translator should keep in mind that the translated poem is ad-
dressed to readers, and so the poet-translator bears a special responsibility
toward them in producing a faithful and original poem for their apprehen-
sion and appreciation. Richard Jackson (2003) intelligently observed that
translators should consider “the contemporary reader ... along with the
meaning and rhythms” of the poem because the purpose of an author is to
be read and understood. The translator must discard what destroys the power
of creativity and the readers’ pleasure in enjoying poetry. As an example of
translating poetry into poetry, and as a demonstration of my respect for my
readers and desire to engage their valuable opinions, I include my transla-
tion of Coleridge’s poem “Kubla Khan.” First, I would like to record my own
approach to translating poetry: I choose a poem with which I am already
Sfamiliar and love because, I feel, love gives me poetic inspiration and the
ability to understand its deep message. Thus, I assimilate the spirit of the
poem and have an unwritten translated version drafted in my mind, taking
into consideration the literal meaning of the poem. When I start writing my
translated version, usually the first draft is the final draft with few alterations
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expressions and cannot convey the message of the poetry.

The Importance of Poetic Creativity

Despite the importance of faithfulness to the original text, poetic creativity
is the force that gives life to the translated poem. Through poetic imagina-
tion, the source poem inspires the poet-translator at the true moment of
translation, which is as creative as poetic inspiration. In this state of exul-
tation, the poet-translator could turn the poem in the source language into
an original, fresh poem in the target language. Without this, the translated
poem will be lifeless. Middleton (1998, 132) says, “there is reason to think
that translation is not a copy in another idiom but a creative transcription
which has ensued upon a deep assimilation of the so called ‘spirit’ of the
original text.” The translated poem ““is indeed, a new poem and an integral
part of the contemporary, vivid, poetic sense of the new language...” (Zdanys
1982). Therefore,

the person who translates it [poetry] from one language to another has to
be a good poet of both the languages... Moreover, understanding the tone
of poetry written in one language and converting it into another require a
tremendous amount of effort. And most important thing is, the conversion
should end up with a good piece in the new language. (Hassan Al Abdullah
2001,1-2)

Ways of Translating Poetry

I believe that each individual is a unique translator who has a unique way
of dealing with different poems because each poem poses different problems
for the translator. Consequently, each poem needs a different solution. This
is why, in my opinion, we do not have records, for which I have searched ,
Jrom the most famous translators describing how they go about the business
of translating poetry. However, blending faithfulness to the original text with
the poet-translator’s imagination and creativity is the best general framework
Jor translating poetry. Robert Wechsler (2004) says, “Every performing art
has hundreds of books about the people who do it, about its history, its pains
and its joys. Everyone, that is, except literary translation.”

Even without written records, we can envision how a poet-translator could
turn a poem into a poem through the magical moments that draw him to
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Sfull physical reality” (Saint-Andre 1994, 2). Samuel Hazo (1999) describes
the ideal translator as

one who is fluent spiritually as well as linguistically in the language from
which he is translating and equally fluent spiritually as well as linguistically
in the language into which he is transposing the original. This is a high
qualification, and most translators do not and cannot meet it...Translating

a vision is more than translating words.
(Rodrigues 2001, 2)

Using Literal Translation Alone

Is Insufficient to Translate Poetry

It is true that a literal translation, or word-for-word translation with little
modifications to conform to the structure of the target language, allows the
translator to follow very closely the source text, but at the same time it makes
the translated text, particularly poetry, mechanical and far from being alive.
This type of translation does not make a poem. Snell-Hornby describes word-
for-word translation as “dancing on ropes with fettered legs” and asserts
that literal translation is useless because “language is not merely a static
inventory of items and rules but a multifaceted and structured complex”
(Mikkelson 1998, 2). Jane Hirshfield says, “A literal word-for-word trot is
not a translation...The simple conveyance of meaning is not translation”
(Jackson 2003, 2) because translation is “not simply a matter of substitut-
ing words of one language with direct equivalents from another language”
(Campbell 2000). Wayne Leman says, “Word-for-word translation does not
necessarily increase accuracy. In fact, it often reduces accuracy.” Stephen
Mitchell believes that “the freest translation is sometimes the most faithful”,
and Raymond Fredman goes beyond that when he says, “a translation that
respects the rules of grammar must be a false translation of the original”
(Jackson 2003, 2).

Thus, it is unacceptable to adopt a literal translation and the so-called
literal authenticity of the original text at the expense of poetic imagination
because adopting a literal translation alone is an offence against the spirit
of poetry. Thus, it destroys its core. Literal translation of poetry ““is just what
translations can never supply” (Halberg 1995). Therefore, translators should
avoid this type of poetry translation because it ruins the beauty of poetic
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words of one language into the words of another, more or less accurately.
What the poets do is pour carefully the wine of a poem from the bottle of one
language into the decanter of another. It is the soul of the wine that concerns
them most, and no matter if there are a few splashes and overflows... The
ideal translator of poetry is a poet himself. (Rodrigues 2001, 2)

A poet-translator, with his fertility of spirit, produces an overall effect
of a piece of poetry, and, sometimes, he is even successful in reweaving the
original spell. These qualities enable the poet-translator to give birth to a
new poem in another language.

Faithfulness to the Original Poem Versus Originality

The poet-translator’s imagination and the input of his own emotions and
ideas are insufficient to translate poetry because he will necessarily be con-
strained by his faithfulness to the literal meaning of the poem, its historical
horizon, and to what “was intended by the original author” (Ball 1995). That
is, two opposite forces are working on every poet-translator: his freedom to
create, which takes him away from the source text, and his faithfulness to the
original text, which brings him closer to it as well as to its composer’s legacy
and tradition. However, it is part of the poet-translator’s magic to strike such
a delicate balance. This is another sign that the poet-translator’s job “is a
more complex matter, and a different one” than that of other translators,
whether professional or amateur (Westerberg 1996).

It is clear that faithfulness to the original text compels the poet-translator
to be controlled “by the need to give the best possible expression of the original
message in the target language” (Asfour 2000, 15), while creativity, on the
other hand, entices him to extreme deviation. Thus, creativity is checked by
faithfulness, and the fetters of faithfulness are loosened by creativity. This
balance proves that Robert Frost’s well-known cliché “Poetry is what is
lost in translation” is an exaggeration of a reality (TranslatorsCaf 2004, 3).
However, this ability to strike a balance is crucial in differentiating between
the poet-translator and a non-poet translator. The former is able to translate
the spirit, which includes the rhythm and mood, and the body, that is, the
literal meaning of the poem. The latter translates the body, rather than the
spirit. Rand says the translator “has to embody the soul created by the author
of the work; a special kind of creativeness is required to bring that soul into
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Introduction

Translating poetry requires more than mastery of the source and the
target languages (though linguistic proficiency is the first requisite). It also
demands “a cognitive rapport with the text” (Farghal 2000) and “knowledge
of both the source and the target cultures and ... literary history” (Ball 1995).
Translating poetry is a far more demanding profession than many envision
because of the nature of poetry itself, which, of course, creates many of this
profession’s problems and challenges. Not just any professional translator
can “capture a poem” (Saint-Andre 1994) because this type of translation is
not just an acquired skill, but a talent and an inborn capacity. Thus, high-
quality literary translation is always the domain of the few. No one who has
truly translated poetry “can deny the real element of art involved in the act of™
this type of translation (Gross 1991), which is as delicate a task as “skating
on thin ice” and “fishing through a hole in the ice”’ (Anthony 1996). Some,
such as Dryden, even go to the extreme and say that “no man is capable of
translating poetry” (Caldwell 2000, 1) and that poetry is “almost impossible
to translate accurately because it depends as much on form as it does on
meaning” (TranslatorsCaf 2004).

A Poet Can Translate Poetry

Poet-translators have the special skills that are necessary to translate po-
etry into poetry. This does not mean that non-poets cannot translate poetry,
but they are incapable of translating poetry into poetry. Therefore, I start
with an assumption accepted by some and rejected by others, which I try to
prove, that only a poet can translate poetry into poetry because this type of
translation is an act of creation, which is at the same level and degree of
achievement as creating a poem, complete with its own system of sounds and
rhythm. The special, skillful arrangement of words with their effect, combined
with the organic elements of a poem demand a poet who can preserve these
in the translated text. Thus, “making a translation a poem” needs “as much
as the original” (Saint-Andre 1994). Therefore, the best person to translate
poetry is “the actual poet” (Walker 1998). James Kirkup emphasizes the
same idea when he says:

It takes a poet to translate a poet ... What the translators do is transfer the
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Abstract

Those who translate know well that translating literature, particularly
poetry, is a complex process. Thus, this paper explores the specialty of trans-
lating poetry because this type of translation needs, in my opinion, a unique
translator--a poet. Translating poetry into poetry is a skill that requires the
same level and degree of creativity as writing a poem, complete with its new
system of sounds and rhythm. A poet-translator is an artist who reveals his
emotions and ideas and, at the same time, he needs to strike a balance between
his desire to produce a translation that is poetry and his faithfulness to the
original text in the source language. Consequently, despite his faithfulness,
there are gains achieved by the poet-translator through his creation of fresh
and striking images in the target language. As an example, the poem “Kubla
Khan” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge is included at the end of the paper, fol-
lowed by my two literary translations of this poem using the traditional form
and the free verse form, respectively.
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