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Abstract    

Objectives: This study aimed to compare the educational philosophies of John Dewey and Paulo Freire by 

examining the historical and cultural contexts that shaped their ideas. It also sought to explore the core 

principles of their educational thought and the characteristics of the educational systems and practices they 

advocated. 

Methods: To achieve the objectives of the study, the historical approach was adopted, which aims to know 

the historical origins of the development of education for both John Dewey and Paulo Freire, as well as the 

analytical approach to the philosophical ideas and opinions put forward by both thinkers and the critical 

approach to them. 

Results: The results showed the difference in the historical circumstances that led to the emergence of 

Dewey's and Freire's philosophies and the similarity of their critical thought as progressive and reformist 

for Dewey and revolutionary and liberating for Freire in educating the oppressed. Moreover, the educational 

philosophy of Dewey and Freire focuses on the social nature of education. It rejects traditional methods of 

rote and banking education. They also call for giving the learner the opportunity to participate in solving 

educational problems of a realistic nature, whether it is project-based education, according to Dewey, or 

dialogical according to Freire. The aim is to develop the learner's critical thinking skills. 

Conclusions: The study highlights the importance of conducting further studies on the status of Dewey and 

Freire's theory in contemporary digital education. 

Keywords: John Dewey, Paulo Freire, progressive education, dialogical emancipatory education, 

philosophy of education. 
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